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B r i  eg f r o m  th e  N o r th  S ide .

I. Brieg and its Environs.

*■ T h e  d w e l le r s  in  th is  Innd w e r e  o f  y o r e  d iv id ed  b y  
“ th e  o ld  h is to r ia n s  an d  g e o g r a p h e r s  in to  th r e e  n a tio n s ,  
u a n d  d is t in g u is h e d  b y  nnroc. T h e  u p p e r m o st, from  
“ th e  so u r c e s  o f  th e  R h o n e  d o w n  to  b e lo w  G ly ss  on  
“ th e  la k e ,a r e  th e  a n c ie n t  L e p o n t ii ,  a n d  a r e  c a lle d  b y  
“ P lin y , l ib .  3 , ca p . 2 0 , V ib e r i o r  V ib e r ig i ,  a b b r e v ia te d  
“ in to  B r ig i  : from  w h ic h  a n c ie n t  n a m e o f  th is  p e o p le  
“ th a t o f  th e  to w n  o f  B r ie g  is  d e r iv e d .”

S t u m p f s  C h r o n ic le , B o o k  X I .

HE little town of Brieg, capital of the district of the same 
nam e, lies 2244 feet above the level of the sea, 31 miles 

to the east of Sion or S it te n , on the left bank of the River



Rhone, a t its confluence w ith the Saltine, a  torrent descending 
from the Simplon. Its  (Catholic) population am ounted in 1880 
to 1200. I ts  traffic is considerable, for B rieg is the term inus 
o f the Valais Railway (L igne d ’Ita lie) and forms the key to 
the m ountain roads over the F u rk a  and the Simplon, which, 
beginning here, connect Valais and the west of Switzerland 
with the “ primitive cantons ” and w ith Upper Italy . The nu
merous towers and conspicuous buildings roofed with glittering 
m ica-slate endow the “ burgschaft ’’ o f Brieg with a  peculiar 
character and give it quite an Italian aspect. The old chronicler 
Stumpfius was favourably im pressed by it. “ B rieg,” he writes, 
“ is a  beautiful, pleasant, and stately b o rough , and in my 
opinion it excels all the  o ther towns of Upper Valais.”

The principal buildings are  the form er Jesu its’ Convent, 
with its magnificent church, the convent o f U rsuline nuns, 
and the palace of the Stockalper family. Several of the pri
vate houses, and the three hotels, have also quite a  palatial 
appearance.

On entering B rieg from the railw ay-station we first come 
to the H ôtel-Pension de la Poste (formerly “ aux  C ouronnes”), 
while in the m idst of the little town are the Hôtel d’A ngle
terre, and on the opposite side of the Saltine the Pension 
Müller. The main street leads up a steep ascent to the palace 
of the Stockalper family. T hree huge towers, (the badge and 
arm orial bearings of this family), surm ount the extensive build
ing with its numerous passages, ga lle ries, and apartm ents, 
and the whole is surrounded by a park-like garden. Passing 
through the gateway, which is of polished serpen tine , we 
enter the spacious inner court, where we can best admire the 
handsome edifice.

Every year, on Corpus Christi day, an a ltar is set up in 
a niche constructed for the purpose, and on this a lta r the a rt 
treasures of the Stockalpers are displayed, exciting year by 
year the admiration of a  numerous assemblage.

Of these old heirlooms the objects most deserving of 
mention are a  representation of the Magi in embossed silver,



a masterpiece of Benvenuto Cellini’s, together with some early 
Gothic candlesticks. The present owner is a t all times ready 
to exhibit these treasures to visitors. The large collection of 
family portraits in the spacious knights’ hall, and the old carv
ed furniture, are also worth seeing ; while looking a t them 
we fancy ourselves carried back into other times, to days that 
have long passed. The most rem arkable of all these pictures 
is that of the “ g re a t”
Stockalper.

Caspar Stockalper, 
baron of D uin , knight 
of the Holy Ghost and 
of the O rder of St. Mi
chael , colonel in the 
Piedm ontese service, and 
captain of several com
panies in the F re n c h ,
S panish , and Im perial 
a rm ies, lived in the 
seventeenth century. He 
it was who bu ilt on the 
heights of the Simplon 
Pass and in G ondo hos
pices for the reception 
and relief of travellers 
overtaken by storms or 
by fatigue ; he it was 
who constructed the canal through which the Rhone flows 
for the distance of a  mile near Colom bey, thus draining and 
restoring to cultivation a large area of land ; he too it  was 
whose munificent donations rendered it possible for the upper 
districts to erect the maguificent Jesu its’ church and convent. 
All this took place in the middle of the seventeenth century. 
A t tha t time religious disputes w ere rag ing  in the land, and 
the ideas of the reform ers th reatened to underm ine and destroy 
the ancient church in Valais. I t  was mainly by Stockalper’s

Court o f  the  S tocka lper Palace .
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calling in the aid of the Jesuits, and by the founding of the 
two other convents which Valais owes to h im , tha t the old 
faith was upheld in this canton. Two of his daughters entered 
the new Ursulino convent ; another married the painter George 
M annhaft, of Swabia, and only one gave her hand, and a rich 
dowry, to a native of Valais. This c ircum stance, and above 
all the count’s great wealth, excited the envy of his fellow- 
citizens, and he, the g reatest benefactor of his native province, 
was driven from his home and deprived of the greater part 
of his property. After six years spent in banishm ent he re
turned. Many restored to him w hat they had wrongfully 
taken, others besought his indulgence ; to m ost of his perse
cutors he magnanimously m ade a free gift of the booty they 
had obtained.

The chronicler describes him as a m an w h o , owing to 
his g reat natural gifts, his talents, his eloquence, his extensive 
le a rn in g , his sagacity, his foresight in the conduct of affairs, 
and his g rea t zeal for the Catholic religion, deserves to be 
held in all honour by posterity. A  couple of anecdotes of him 
may be of in terest : In  the Rohrflühen (6  miles below Brieg) 
a  band of robbers had committed depredations. Stockaiper 
a ttired  him self in beggar’s g a rm en ts , pretended to be dull- 
w itted, and allowed him self to  be captured by the robbers, 
w ith the object of spying out the re trea t of the marauders. 
On being released he returned a t the head of a company of 
troops, surrounded the cav e , and captured the entire band. 
I t  is fu rther related of him tha t being called upon to state 
publicly upon oath the am ount of his personal p ro p erty , he, 
with the acquiescence of his confessor, brought everything 
together into one place, bu t so tha t not all of it was visible, 
and then swore th a t everything he possessed was on the spot 
where he was standing. His motto was : N il solidum , nisi so
lu m ;  and consequently he invested his g rea t wealth in landed 
property, and it is still related of him th a t he could journey 
from Lyons to Milan and rest and lodge every night on his 
own property. His costume was tha t of the country, made



of rough woollen cloth woven in his own house. In  this dress 
he appeared even before the splendour-loving nobles of Milan ; 
the jibes which they a t first be
stowed on him  ceased when one 
of his magnificent horses lost a 
shoe and it was seen to be of 
silver. From  tha t moment he was 
spoken of as “ the rich  count 
from Valais.”

W e will now m ake our w ay 
to the ancient Jesu its’ Convent, 
which is approached by a flight 
of stone steps. B ut before entering 
the spacious church le t us take 
a  look round from the terrace in 
front of it. A t our feet lies the 
town of Brieg, w ith the neigh
bouring villages of Maters and Glis 
and the broad and well-cultivated 
valley of the E lione; the youth
ful river, assuming now a steadier 
gait than  when in boyish exuber
ance of spirit it rushed boisterously 
through the district of Goms, flows 
for the most part betw een lush 
green meadows, shady orchards, 
and fertile fields. Betw een the 
towers of the Stockalper Palace 
Visp is seen in the distance nod
ding a friendly greeting, and on 
every side the land is enclosed 
by lofty m ountain ram parts. In  
the south our eye can follow the P riv a te  H aase in  Brieg. 

Simplon road for a  considerable distance up the heights. 
N ear Schallberg , above the frightful gorge of the Saltina, 
it branches off into the G antherthal, and is lost to our view ;



bu t above B erisal in the Rothwald it again becomes visible, 
and remains so until the summit of the pass is reached. 
The spurs of Monte L eone, the Schönhorn and Breithorn, 
w ith the K altw asser Glacier, dominate the Simplon Pass on 
the east, while towards the w est it is overlooked by the 
Glishorn. The huge rocky masses of the la tter rise perpen
dicularly above the valley of the R hone, and the summit, 
separated  in g rea t part by fissures from the mass o f the 
m ountain, seems to threaten  sudden destruction to the in 
habitants of the underlying district. Legends tell how Satan 
was once seen to fly through the air from the Bellalpe, bent 
on destroying the newly-built Jesu its’ Church ; bu t the fe r
ven t prayers of a  watchful brother saved the edifice and the 
town of Brieg from so terrible a misfortune. Every spring the 
m ountain sends its avalanches thundering into the valley ; they 
a re  looked forward to with impatience by the people of Brieg, 
as being the harbingers of spring and a token tha t the place 
is about to be relieved from the months of w intry shadow 
which the Glishorn, its grim neighbour, has cast upon it.

Opposite the Simplon, hidden am ong chestnut and walnut- 
trees, is the im portant village of K aters, with a fine church 
and numerous ruins. The long extinct families of U rnafas 
and Supersaxo once dwelt here, and the bishops of Valais 
selected it as their summer residence, owing to its pleasant 
and  salubrious situation.

Many historical associations are connected with this place. 
In  the year 1294 P eter of T lm rm -G estelnburg, and in the 
year 13G2 Bishop Guiscard T avelli, were taken  prisoners 
here and their adherents routed. Indeed the bishops frequently 
had their sum mer holiday in K aters unseasonably in terrup ted ; 
more than once the unruly people of Upper Valais, so jealous 
o f  their liberty, besieged their rulers here and compelled them 
to renounce the rights conferred upon them by Charlem agne’s 
charter. T hus it happened to W illiam III . of Raron and to 
the pious bu t too mildly tempered Justus of Silcnen. The pa-



luces and castles have long fallen into decay, but the massive 
masonry still bears w itness to their former grandeur.

I t  is almost w ith a  feeling of gladness th a t we turn our 
glance upw ard, from hill to h ill, from terrace to terrace, to 
lovely B ellalp , to the wondrous Aletsch G lacier, and to the 
glittering snow-fields and icy summits of the Bernese Alps. 
A fter exchanging a  hasty  greeting  w ith the old and welcome 
acquaintances of our former wanderings, let us now enter the 
sacred building. A dim religious light reigns in the interior. 
W e pass th rough  the spacious body of the church to the 
choir. A t its entrance stand two side-altars with paintings by 
Desehwanden and De la Rosa representing scenes from the 
life of St. Ignatius, the founder of the order of Jesuits. The 
choir itsef contains four magnificent paintings by the cele
brated Italian artist De la Rosa. They also perpetuate the 
life and deeds of St. Ignatius, as well as tha t of the Apostle 
of the Chinese and Japanese, St. Francis Xavier.

In  the troublous year 1847 , after the expulsion of the 
Jesuits, the then radical governm ent of Valais proposed to 
confiscate their property and dispose of it by auction. B ut 
this proceeding was very properly resisted by the Stockalper 
family, the burgesses of Brieg, and the six eastern  districts. 
A fter a long controversy their rights w ere at length acknow 
ledged , and to this courageous action Valais owes the con
tinued existence of its higher Gorman educational establishment. 
Self-sacrificing native teachers, especially of the clerical order, 
have since occupied the Jesu its’ College, and it now dispenses 
instruction to the youth of the canton who are  desirous of 
carrying their education to a higher point than is practicable 
in the ordinary village schools.

L eaving the church, we will continue our w alk through 
the quaint old to w n , around which so many interesting asso
ciations group them selves. W e pass the Ursuline Convent 
where the maidens of Brieg and the female teachers for the 
schools in the G erm an districts of the canton receive their 
education. W e cannot obtain en trance , except to the pretty



chapel and the well-kept garden adjoining it. Close by stands 
the old hospital, where once the pilgrims bound for Rome 
w ere received and cared fo r, and between the two buildings 
is the little chapel of St. Sebastian, also rich in historical re
collections.

For in ancient times the Landsgem einde or National As
sembly of the people of Valais was often held in this place ; 
thus in the year 1414 it was here resolved to set up the 
“ M azze” * before the castle of the captain-general Guiscard 
of Raron. T his Guiscard was a cruel tyrant, who brought 
down upon himself the w rath of the liberty-loving people of 
Valais by unjustly  throwing into prison and illtreating a certain 
Ohvig or Owlig, a popular m agistrate (castellan) of Brieg, and 
more especially on account of his seizing and holding in captivity, 
in breach of his own promise, members of the national coun
cil who had m et in Sion to take steps against his tyranny.

B ut we will allow a native poet, P ater Amherd, to nar
rate  these ev e n ts , as he does so adm irably .in the third act 
of his dram a of “ Thomas in der B ünden.” **

* “ M azzo”  is derived from the Ita lian  word m a zza , and  signifies a  
club, w hich w as se t up as a  token  of outlaw ry before the door o f an  
obnoxious individual. T he  person so trea ted  was hopelessly  lost. T his 
popular d ispensation of ju s tic e , pecu liar to the  canton of V alais, w as long 
re ta in e d , and  w as abo lished  only a fte r rep ea ted  in terventions by the fe
dera l authority .

** E ven a t the p resen t day d ram as o f this kind a re  acted  year by y ear 
by the people of V alais, usually in the  open a ir ;  th e  sub jec t is generally  
taken  from the  h isto ry  of the canton. The ab lest m en of the can ton  com
pose these  popu lar p lays and them selves take p a rt in the ir represen tation . 
A m ong them we m ay m ention L. L. von K oten, Bordis, Käm pfen, Tscheinen , 
In-A lbon, K alberm atten , and A m herd.



The M azze.

S cene I.
A  public  place in  B ricg . In  th e  background  

S t .  S eb a stia n ’s Chapel, to w h ich  a J lig h t o f  
stone steps leads up . E n te r  two c itizens, A n to n  
con I ttig e n  a n d  E g iil In d e rk u m m e n  (ancient 
fa m il ie s  o f  B rieg ) , engaged in  lire lg  con
versa tion .

A n to n  von  I t t i g e n .

W h o  w o u ld  h a v e  d rea m t o f  th a t?  T h e  
l a n d e s r a th ,  j

In  p e a c e  a s s e m b le d  a t th e  B is h o p ’s H o ck , ! 
W a s su d d e n ly  d is s o lv e d  b y  v io le n c e !

E g i d  I n d e r k u m m e n .

A n d  a ll  o u r  n o b le  p a tr io ts  le d  a w a y —  
T o  L o w e r  V a la is ,  w h e r e  d is g r a c e  a w a its

A n to n  von  I t t i g e n .

A tr e a so n  th is , a s  n e v e r  y e t  w a s  k n o w n  ! 
T h e  B is h o p a n d  th e  C a p ta in -G e n e r a l g a v e  
T h e ir  w ord  o f  tr o th , th e  p le d g e  w a s  s ig n e d  

an d  s e a le d  —
A nd n o w  — h o w  fa ith le s s  sta n d  th e  tr a ito r s

E g id  I n d e r k u m m e n .

E x c u s e s  fo r  th e  B ish o p  m ig h t b e  fo u n d , 
F o r  b y  h is  u n c le  h e  is  s t i l l  d e c e iv 'd .
B ut t i u i s c a r d — t r a ito r o u s  v il la in  th a t h e

B ea rs tr e a s o n ’s  m ark  u p o n  h is  fo r eh ea d  
s ta m p e d ,

A n d  h im  th e  p e o p le  n e v e r  w ill  fo r g iv e .  1

(D ru m s h ea rd  in  the distance).

A n to n  vo n  I t t ig e n .

M e tliin k s, in d e e d , h is  h o u r  a t  l e n g t h  h a s  
str u c k  !

T h e  H i ir g e r r a th ,  a sse m b le d  y e s te r n ig h t ,
W a s  w e ll  a t te n d e d . D e p u tie s
F rom  U r i  y S c h tc y t z ,  a n d  U n te r w a ld e n

A ss is ta n c e  p r e f e r r in g  in  th e  h o u r  o f  n e e d .  
T h en  to o  ’tw a s  sa id  th e  S w is s  C o n fe d e r a te s

D o  ofTer us a d m is s io n  to  th e  L e a g u e ,
I f  ili V a l d ’O sso /a  w e  th em  a s s is t .
W er e  D o m o  d ’O sso la  b u t o n c e  r e c o v e r e d ,  
A n d  U p p e r  V a la is ,  w ith  th e  S im p lo n  P a s s ,  
In  tru sty  h a n d s , w h y , th e n  i s  G u is c a r d 's

T h w a rte d  fo r  e v e r ,— a n d  w e  a g a in  a re  free. 
T o  d w e ll a m id  o u r  v a le s ,  w h ich  n o w  in  p a in  
B e n e a th  th e  cr u e l ty r a n n y  d o  g r o a n .

(L o u d er  dru in-beats a re  hea rd ).

E g i d  I n d e r k u m m e n .

W h a t m e a n  th o se  d ru m s up y o n d e r  in  th e  
C a stle  ?

A n to n  von I t t i g e n .

N e w  w a r r io r s , d o u b t le s s , c o m in g  fro m  th e  
h il ls  !

B u t y e s te r d a y  tw e n ty  S a v o y a r d  lo u ts ,  
H ard  p u t to  it  b y  th e  S w is s  C o n fe d e r a te s ,  
A nd l lc c in g  h ith e r  from  V a l d ’O sso la ,  
W e r e  s e iz e d , d e p r iv e d  o f  a rm o u r  a n d  o f  

w e a p o n s ,
A n d  d r iv e n  o ff  w ith  sh o u ts  o f  m o c k e r y .
’ T is  tru e th ey  th r e a te n e d  to  a c c u s e  u s  

B r ie g e r s
T o  th e C a p ta in -G e n e r a l, w h o  w o u ld  them

B ut n o  o n e  to o k  th e ir  p a rt. T h e  la u g h te r  
g r e w

T h e  lo u d e r , th e  m o r e th e y  fo r  a s s is ta n c e  
sh r ie k e d .

E g i d  I n d e r k u m m e n .

T h e  tu m u lt g r o w s  q u ite  d e a fe n in g .

S e v e r a l  v o ic e s .
(B e h in d  the stage).

M a z ze  ! M a z ze  !
T h e  M azze c o m e s  !

T h e  M a z z e -m a s te r .
U p y o n d e r  to  th e  sq u a r e  !

T o  S t. S e b a s t ia n ’s  C h a p e l !— fo r w a rd  !
fo r w a rd  !



C h ild r e n .

F o r w a r d  !— to  S t. S e b a s t ia n 's  C h ap e l, 
fo r w a rd  !

(F ir s t a p p e a r  th e  ch ild ren . T hen  the ta m 
b ours , the M a zze -m a s te r , a n d  the M a zze -  
bearer, w ith  a  f e w  so ld iers a s g u a r d , a ll in  
disguise . T h e y  talee th e ir  p lace on the stejis 
o f  S t .  S eb a stia n ’s  Chapel. T he  sq u a re  qu ick ly  
J ills  ud th  cu rio  us people , w ho g ro u p  them selves 
on e ith er  s id e  in  a sem icircle. B elow  s ta n d  

the two citizens p re v io u s ly  in troduced;.

E g i d  I n d e r k u m m e n .

W h a t m e a n s  th is  m u m m ery  in  th e s e  our

W h en  e a r n e s t  fo r e th d u g h t sh o u ld  our  
m in d s  e m p lo y  ?

A n to n  von  I t t i  g e n .

B e  s t i l l  ! T h e  g a m e  m ay  so o n  g r o w  e a r n e s t .  
H e a r  w h a t th e  M a z z e -m a s te r  h a s to  s a y  !

M a z z e - m a s te r .
( I n  a hollow  voice, slow ly).

Y e  s e e m  a s to n ish 'd  th a t th e  M a z ze  th u s  
A p p e a r s  b e fo r e  y o u  in  th is  to w n  o f  B r ic g ,  
B u t sh e  n o  lo n g e r  co u ld  en d u r e  th e  p a in  
W ith  w h ic h  th e s e  m a n y  y e a r s  s h e  has  

b e e n  torn . 
H e r e  s e e  y o  h e r  in  a ll  h e r  m ise r y  ! 
C o m fo rt sh e  s e e k s ,  a s s is ta n c e  s e e k s  

from  y o u .
(T h e  M a zze -m a s ter  l i f t s  up  a  long c lu b , a t 
th e  end  o f  w hich  is  fa s te n e d  a  m o u rn fid -  
looking  m a sk  w ith  th o rn y  tw ig s  w ound ro u n d  
i t . T he  people gaze in  silence a n d  h o rro r  a t 

the M a zze ).

E g id  I n d e r k u m m e n .
(A side;.

T h e  fo r eh ea d  w r in k le d  ! — e y e s  b u r n t from  
th e ir  s o c k e t s  ! — 

T h e  m o u th  co n to r te d  ! th e  c h e c k s  h o llo w  
a n d  w an  !—

Tli* en tir e  h e a d  w ith  th o rn s  en tw in ed  
a b o u t !  —

A h o rr id  s ig h t ,  th a t n o n e  w ith o u t em o tio n  
M ay lo o k  u p o n  !

M a n  g  v o ic e s .

T e r r ib le ! — h o r r ib le  ! —

M a z z e - m a s te r .

O , y e  g o o d  fo lk  o f  B r ie g !  y e  a r e  in d ig n a n t  
T o  s e e  th e  h o rr id  fe a tu r e s  o f  th is  M azze . 
A  g e n e r a l cr y  o f  w r a th fu l in d ig n a t io n  
I s s u e s  from  o u t o f  y o u r  c o m p a ss io n a te

A nd tr u ly — n o t in  v a in  ! T h is  s i le n t  M azzo

T o  y o u  a  d e e p - t h o u g h t ,  w e ig h ty  r id d le

T h a t I  w ou ld  c o u n s e l  y e  fo r th w ith  to  s o lv e .
(E x p ec ta n t •> Hence).

A  vo ice .

T h a t is  th e  l ik e n e ss  o f  ou r a g e d  O w lig !

S e v e r a l  V o ic e s .

O ur a g e d  O w lig ? — o u r  r ig h t  w o r th y  
c a s t ’la n  ?

M a z z e - m a s te r .

M ay b e th e  M a z ze  is  th e  c a s t 'la n s  
l ik e n e ss  !

T h e  C a p ta in -G e n e r a l ho sh a r p ly  b la m ed , 
F o r  th a t h o  h e lp e d  th e  ru ler  o f  S a v o y  
A g a in s t  th e  S w itz e r s  in  V al d ’O sso la .
F o r  th is  h e ’s th ro w n  in to  a  d u n g e o n  d e e p , 
W h ere  h e , b y  g r ie f  o p p r e s s e d , is  n ig h  to

M a n y  V o ic es .

A la s  ! p o o r  c a s t e l la n ,  w’e p it y  th e e  !

M a z z e - m a s te r .

B u t y e t , d e a r  fo lk  o f  B r ie g , it s e e m e th  m e, 
T h e  M a z ze’s m e a n in g  y e  d o  fa i l  to  g r a s p .  
H e r e  in  th e  m id s t  o f  lo v e ly  U p p e r  V a la is , 
B e n e a th  M ou n t S im p lo n , w h e r e  o f  o ld  

th e  R o m a n s
D id  b u ild  a  fa m o u s h ig h w a y  fo r  th e ir  

tr o o p s ,
W h e r e  n o w  th e  p ith y  G er m a n  to n g u e  is  

sp o k e n  —
A  to n g u e  th a t  b o a s ts  i t s  sp e a k e r s  n e 'e r  

w e r e  s la v e s —
In  w e ig h ty  m a tte r s  th a t  co n c e r n  o u r  la n d  
T o  sp e a k  a  w e ig h ty  w ord  h a s a y e  b e e n

C an  y e  d isc e r n  n o  d e e p e r  m e a n in g  h id  
B e n e a th  th e  p ite o u s  fe a tu res  o f  th is

I t  i s  th e  l ik e n e s s  o f  o u r L a n d esr a th  !

S e v e r a l  V o ic es .

T h e L a n d esr a th  ? — a b u se d  ? — d e s p is e d  ? — 
in  d u r a n c e  ?

M a z z e - m a s te r .

M ay b e , th a t h e r e  th e  L a n d esr a th  is  
s h o w n ,

In d u r a n c e  h e ld  a g a in s t  a l l  r ig h t a n d  
I j u s t ic e  !



T h e  n o b le s t  p a tr io ts  o f  ou r c o u n try  
la n g u ish ,

C o v e red  w ith  sh a m e , w ith in  a  d u n g e o n

W h o  k n o w s  h o w  lo n g  th e ir  to r tu r e  sh a ll 
e n d u r e  ?

M a n y  V o ic es .

A la s  ! h o w  g r ie v e  w e  for th o se  n o b le  m e n  !

M a z z e -m a s te r .

B u t , d e a r e s t  fo lk  o f  B r ie g l  n o t y e t  
h a v e  y e

T h e  in m o st m e a n in g  o f  th e  M a z ze  g r a s p ’d . 
G a z e  o n  th e s e  e y e s ,  for  a y e  d e p r iv e d  o f  

l ig h t ,
T h is  m o u th , b y  fo r c e  s h u t  to , th a t c a n n o t  

sp ea k ,
T h e se  p a ll id  c h e e k s , th a t t e ll  o f  p a in

T h e  a n x io u s  b ro w , fu rr o w ed  b y  m a n y  a

T h e n  to o  th e  th o r n s , th a t, w ith  th e ir  
s t in g in g  p o in ts ,  

W h ic h  w o u n d  y e t  m o re th is  p a in ed  an d  
to r tu red  h ea d , 

T o  a n g u is h  a d d  th e  sh a fts  o f  m o c k e r y

W h a t, th in k  y e ,d o e s  th is  M azze r e p r e s e n t?

’ T is  s u r e !  th e  M a z ze  is  our F a th e r la n d  !

S e v e r a l  V o ic e s .

Y e s , y e s  !— th e  M azze is  o u r  F a th e r la n d !

M a n y  V o ic es .

O ur F a th e r la n d  ! — th a t  m o u r n s !— th at 
w e e p s  '.— th a t b le e d s  !

M a z z e - m a s te r .

0  n o b le  fo lk  o f  B r ie g  ! a t le n g th  h a v e  y e  
T h e d e e p -th o u g h t  m e a n in g  o f  th is  M azze

It is  th e  sy m b o l o f  p o o r  c a s t 'la n  O w iig !  
T h e sy m b o l o f  th e  d e e p ly  in ju r ed  L a n d s -  

ra th  !
T h e  sy m b o l o f  o u r  d o w n tro d  F a th e r la n d  •' 
T h e sy m b o l o f  u n h a p p y , su ffe r in g  V a la is -  

(M u r m u r s  am ong  the jteople). 
T h e r e fo r e  le t  o n e  a m o n g  y o u  n o w  sta n d  

fo r th ,
W h o  d a r e s  to  sp e a k  a  w o r d  b e fo r e  th is  

p e o p le ,
S o m e n o b le  ch a m p io n  o f  th is  in ju r ed

W h o  fe a r s  n o t a u g h t  th a t ty r a n ts  ca n

L et so m e  su c h  th e n  th e  M a z z c ’s  c o u n s e l  
b e —

A n d  a s k  o f  h e r  th e  c a u s e s  o f  h e r  s o r r o w .

A n to n  O xclig .
(S tep s  fo v t l i  f r o n t  th e  c ro u d ) .

I f  for th e  M a z ze  y e  a  p le a d e r  s e e k .  
R e a d y  a n d  g la d  I am  to  a c t  a s  su ch .
I r e c o g n is e  in  h e r  m y  m u c h - io v ’d 

fa th e r ,
T h e  L a n d e sr a th , a n d  o u r d e a r  F a th e r -

T h c  s o r r o w in g  M a z ze  th e r e fo r e  w ill  I 
q u e s t io n  :

W h o m ay  h a v e  b r o u g h t  o n  h e r  th e s e  
b it te r  w o e s , 

A n d  sh e  th e  d e a d ly  en e m y  sh a ll n a m e , 
W h o  lo n g  th e  p e o p le ’s a n g e r  h a s  d e se r v e d .
(H e g ives the tam bours a  s ig n , the d ru m s  are  

beaten).

O M a z ze  ! sp e a k  ! W h o  is  i t  th a t h a s  
b u r n e d

T h in e  e y e s  w ith  c a u s t ic  ?— W h o  is  it 
h a s  c lo s e d  

T h y  m o u th ? — W h o  th a t h a s  cr o w n ed  
th y  h e a d  w ith  th o r n s ?  

I s ’t th e y  o f  S il in o n , w h o  o n c e  th is  la n d  
D id  r u le ?

(T h e M a zze  re m a in s  m otionless).

S e v e r a l  V o ic es .

T h e M a z ze  s p e a k s  n o t:  th e y  a r e  n o t  a t  
fa u lt.

(T h e  d ru m s  are beaten a second tim e).

A n to n  O w l ig .

S p e a k  ! W a s  it  o th e r s ?  W a s  it  th e  A m -  
H e n g a r t,

W h o  lo n g  o ’e r  u s  a u th o r ity  d id  w ie ld  ?
(T h e M a zze  rem a in s  m otionless).

O th e r  V o ic es .

N e ith e r  a r e  th e se  th e  M a z z c ’s e n e m ie s .
(T h e  d ru m s  a re  beaten a  th i r d  tim e).

A n to n  O w lig .

0  M a z z e  ! sp e a k  th en  : is  i t  th e y  o f  R a r o n . 
W h o  n o w  w ith  h a r s h n e ss  lord  it  o ’e r  th e

(T h e M a zze  bows loie ; m u r m u r s  am o n g  the 
p eople).

Is  it  th e  C a p ta in -G e n ’ra l, th e  o ’er -  
b e a r in g  ?—

T h e  p rou d  and  h a u g h ty  b a r o n , G u isca rd  
h ig h t  ?—



T h e  n o b le  w h o  is h o u se d  in  B e a u r e g a r d  ? —  I
(T h e  m azze hows re p e a te d ly , th e  m u rm u rs  j 
am ong  the people g ro w  louder a n d  lo u d er.)

O  fo lk  o f  B r ic g  ! th e  M a zzo  n o w  h a s  1 
sp o k e n  !

T h e  tr a ito r  to  h is  co u n tr y  s ta n d s  d is c lo s e d  
W h e r e fo r e  d o  y e  d e la y , r e v e n g e  to  s w e a r ?

(A f t e r  a  p ause).

D e a th  to  o u r  fo e  !— th e  tr a it o r  to  h is  
c o u n tr y  !

T h e  P e o p le .

D e a th  to  o u r  fo e  ! —  th e  tr a ito r  to  h is  
co u n tr y  !

(W h ile  A n to n  O irlig con 'lnues  sp e a k in g , the 
people repeat these w ords w ith  in crea sin g  fu r g ) .

A  ti t  on  O w l iff.

W h o  tr a m p le s  o n  our co u n tr y ’s c u s to m s  a l l  ! 
C o n c lu d e s  a n d  b rea k s  tr e a t ie s  to  p le a s e  

h im s e lf !
B a r te r s  ou r land  a w a y  to  fo r e ig n  co u n ts  !

T h e  P eo p le .

D e a th  to  ou r f o e ! — th e  tr a ito r  to  h is  
c o u n tr y  !

A n to n  O w lig .

H im s e lf  a p p r o p r ia te s  th e  la n d s  r e v e n u e s  ! 
H e  k e e p s  th e  tr o o p s  w ith o u t th e ir  l ia r d -  

e a r n ’d  w a g e  !
A n d  d r iv e s  th e  p o o r  m an  fr o m  h is  w e a lth y

T h e  P e o p le .

D e a th  to  o u r f o e ! — th e  tr a ito r  to  h is  
c o u n tr y  !

A n to n  O w lig .
W ith o u t  a c a u s e  o u r  S w is s  a l l ie s  h e  h a te s  ! 
T h e  p e o p le ’s l ib e r ty  b y  fo r c e  s u p p r e ss e s  ! 
A n d  fi l ls  o u r  la n d  w ith  m o u r n in g  a n d  

w ith  so r r o w !

T h e  P eo p le .

D e a th  to  ou r f o e ! — th e  tr a ito r  to  h is  
c o u n try  !

A n to n  O w l ig .

O ur L a n d c sr a th  b y  g u ile  h e  h a s  s u p 
p r e s s e d  !

In  d u n g e o n s  d a rk  th e  n o b le s t m c n  co n fin ed  ! 
A nd th em  b y  cr u e l m e a n s  o f  s ig h t  d e p r iv e d  !

T he P e o p le .

D e a th  to  ou r f o e ! — th e  tr a ito r  to  h is  
c o u n tr y .

A n to n  O w lig .

N o w , stu rd y  m en  o f  B r ie g  ! y e  e r s t  h a v e

D e s e r v e d  r e v e n g e  u p o n  ou r c o u n try ’s fo e ,  
T h a t so o n  sh a ll  fu ll u p o n  h is  h a u g h ty

A n d  n o w , in  co n firm a tio n  o f  o u r  o a th , 
W h ic h , s p it e  o f  a ll  ou r s a v a g e  fo e  m ay  d o , 
I n e v ita b ly  s h a ll  b e  ca r r ied  o u t—
S e e , in  m y  h a n d  I h o ld  an  ir o n  n a il,
T h e  sh a r p e s t  an d  th e  lo n g e s t  I co u ld  fin d —  
T il ls  n a il  I  n o w  in to  th e  M a z ze  s tr ik e ,  
I n  to k e n  o f  o u r  tro th  a n d  o u r  r e s o lv e .
( l ie  s tr ik e s  the n a il in to  the club w ith  a 

ham m er).

M a n  g  V o ic es .

O u r o a th  o f  v e n g e a n c e  xve’re r e s o lv e d  
to  k e e p ,

L o n g  a s  th e  n a il  sh a ll in  th e  M azze h o ld  !

A n to n  O w lig .

B u t, n o b le  fo lk  o f  B r ie g !  y o u r  v e n g e a n c e

F a l l  te r r ib ly  on  th e  in s u lt in g  fo e .
F o r  s e e !  th e  M a z ze’s f ix e d  u p o n  a  c lu b , 
C u t fr o m  a  s tr o n g  a n d  k n o t ty  s te m  o f

T h u s  a ls o  w ith  a  c lu b  y o u r  e n e m ie s  
M u st sm itte n  b e - l i k e  to  a  s a v a g e  b u ll, 
S tr u c k , b ea te n  d o w n , an d  s la in  b y  s o m e  

s tr o n g  g ia n t .
A n d  w h o  — w h o  i s  th e  g ia n t ?  W h o  th e  

c lu b ?
T h e  g ia n t  i s  th e  m en  o f  U p p e r  V a la is !  
T h e c lu b —w h a t is  i t  b u t th e  L a n d e s -  

stu rm  !

M a n y  V o ic e s .

H urrah  ! th e  L a n d e ss tu r m  s h a ll  b e  c a l l ’d

O th e r  V o ic e s .

H urrah  ! h urrah  ! th e m o n s te r  w e  w ill  s la y  !

A n to n  O w lig .

A  w o r k  it i s  th a t n o  d e la y  w ill b ro o k , 
S e e in g  w e  h a v e  w ith  v io le n c e  to  s tr iv e ,  
W ith  tr e a c h e r y  a n d  g u ile .  W ith in  se v e n

T h e  L a n d e ss tu r m  m u st b e  p r e p a r e d  a n d

R e a d y  to  sw e e p  th e  V a l le y  o f  th e  R h o n e , 
W h e r e  e v e r y  d u n g e o n  th en  sh a ll b o  u n 

lo c k e d ,
T h e  c a s t le s  o f  th e ty r a n ts  a ll  d e s tr o y e d .
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T h e  e a g le ’s e y r ie s  b urned  ! T h e n  w ill  
w e  h o ld

D u e  r e c k ’n in g  w ith  th e  fo c m en  o f  o u r la n d ,  
W h o  n ow  to o  lo n g  h a v e  tr a m p le d  o n  ou r

T h e n  sh a ll o u r  V a la is  o n c e  a g a in  b e  fr e e  !

T h e  P e o p le .

T h e n  s h a ll  o u r  V a la is  o n c e  a g a in  b e  fr e e !

A n to n  O ic lig .
( I n  a  loud  voice, to  the M a zze -m a ster). 

N o w , M a z z e -m a s te r , up  ! a n d  lea d  th e

T o  e v e r y  v i l la g e  o f  o u r  fa th e r la n d  !
L e t h er  b e  se e n  b e n e a th  th e  lo f ty  F u r k a ,  

W h e r e  fr e sh  a n d  c le a r  R h o n e 's  ic y  
s o u r c e s  How,

L e t  h e r  b e  s e e n  in  th e  d e e p  V isp e r tb a l,  

W h e r e  to w e r s  a lo ft  th e  p e e r le s s  M a tter -

L e t h er  b e  se e n  on  th e  g r e a t  A lc tsc h  
G la c ie r ,

W h o se  p o n d e r o u s  m a sse s  fill  th e  L ö ts c h e n -

Y e s , e v e r y w h e r e  th e  M a z ze  s h a ll  be

In  e v e r y  p la c e  s h e  sh a ll  a s s is ta n c e  b e g !  
A n d  a s , a t B r ie g , w e  n o w  h a v e  sw o r n  

o u r  o a th ,
T h e  p e o p le  e v e r y w h e r e  s h a ll  s w e a r —  

in  G o m s, in  M ö r e l, 
In  V isp , in  S ic r r e ,— an d  in  a ll th e  “ T e n th s .”  
M ou n t u n to  m o u n t, v a le  unto  v a le  s h a ll  

c a l l  ;
“ V a la is  h a s r ise n  in  r ig h te o u s  in d ig 

n a t io n ;  ”
T h e n  w ill b e  b r o u g h t to  p a s s  w h a t  

T h o m a s  B u n d e n , 
T h e  h e r o - g ia n t  in  th e  G o m se r th a l,
S p a k e  a s  h e  s to o d  b e n e a th  th e  B is h o p ’s 

R o c k  :
“  T h e  M a z z e 's  d a y ,  th a t  is  th e  d a y  o f  

f r e e d o m  ! ”
(T h e d r u m s  a re  sounded , a n d  the M a zze  is  

c a rr ie d  r a p id ly  a tra y , w hereupon)

T h e  P eo p le
(shout in  a  voice o f  th u n d er) :

T h e  M a z z e 's  d a y ,  th a t  i s  th e  d a y  o f  
f r e e d o m  !

W e will now leave Brieg and pay a visit to the neigh
bouring village of Glis. The old Capuchin Convent to the left 
of the road has long since fallen into ruins, and its church 
has for many years been converted into a  theatre for the 
students. An avenue of poplar-trees leads us in ten minutes 
to the extrem ely ancient village of Glis (Ecclesia), a  celebrated 
pilgrimage-place with a  sanctuary in honour of the Virgin 
Mary. I t contains the largest church in the canton, and the 
parish itself is very extensive, m easuring no less than 27 miles 
in length, and including besides B rieg and Glis a  num ber of 
smaller places,— Gamsen, O ber and U n ter-IIo lz , Brigerbad, 
E ggerberg , and the entire B rigerberg with its num erous 
hamlets.

The object of our visit is to inspect the a rt treasures of 
the church. The impression produced by the interior of the 
building as a whole is not a favourable one; its beauty is 
much impaired by the mingling of various architectural styles. 
The fine Gothic choir is disfigured by a hideous rococo a ltar ; 
on the other hand the round-arched nave, which is plastered



and whitew ashed in modern fashion, contains two beautiful 
Gothic altars. Its  side doorway again is a  Gothic work, while 
the broad, light main entrance, with its massive columns of 
serpentine, is in the modern Italian, and the modernised tower 
in the Romanesque style. T he choir contains an old German 
painting, the Adoration of the Magi ; this venerable work of 
a rt is a  relic of the ancient Gothic high-altar, other rem nants 
of which are still to be found behind the present one. Form erly 
there were m any similar altars in the canton, and hero and 
there rem ains of them yet exist. In  the last century they were 
to a g rea t ex ten t displaced by modern Italian altars of huge 
size, outgrow ths of a barbarous taste. In  the righ t side chapel 
stands an a ltar w ith a  carving ( i fa te r  dolorosa) of no great
value ; bu t the a ltar itself is of in terest to the historian, since
011 the exterior of the triptych a t the back Bri eg is represented 
as it appeared in the seventeenth century. The Gothic altar 
w ith triptych in the chapel of S t. A nna is a gem of art. I t  
was erected in the year 1519 by a  native of H aters, the pow er
ful captain-general of the canton, George A u f-d e r -F luii or 
Supersaxo. On the exterior of the folding shutters his portrait 
is painted, as also are those of his wife M argaret Lehner and 
their tw entv-threo children. The interior of the triptych contains 
w ell-executed gilt carvings. The two side triptychs represent 
the Nativity and the Adoration of the Magi. W e subjoin an
extract from the old chronicler Stumpfius, in which he gives
an account of George of Supersaxo, who was contemporary 
with the g rea t Cardinal Schinner.

“ A t G lyss below  the  ch u rch  R itte r G eorge A u f-d c r-F lu h , whilom a 
kn igh t and  landm ann (landeshaup tm ann  o r  cap ta in -g  e u e r  al, form erly the 
h ig h est tem poral dignity  in V alais) had a  p re tty  little  house, su rm ounted  
by a  tow er, w here  he spen t m uch o f his tim e. In  person  he w as a  fine, 
princely , and  doughty  man ; in his youth  he had  fought in th e  serv ice  of 
the  Duke of M ilan, and afte rw ards in th a t o f the  K ing o f F ran c e , and 
acqu ired  not only g re a t a u th o rity  and  a  g re a t nam e, b u t also knighthood, 
a  la rg e  esta te , g ifts, and annual pensions, by w hich m eans he becam e 
rich  and  obta ined  so g re a t au tho rity  am ong the people, tha t, w ith  the 
help  and ad h eren ce  of h is party , he w as no t only th e  m an o f g rea te s t 
influence in th e  land, but a lso  drove out the b ishops and  p rinces o f the 
883G48
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land  m ore than  once, as will be p resen tly  na rra ted . F o rtu n e  becam e quite 
subserv ien t to him . He m arried  a  beautifu l lady o f the land , by whom 
he had tw en ty -th ree  ch 'ld ren , sons and d au g h te rs . He had  houses and 
dw ellings in m any p laces in the canton, as  a t  N a ters  and  Glyss, and a t 
Sion, the cap ita l, he had a court and  pa lace .*  A lso a t M artigny in  Low er 
V alais ho bu ilt and ow ned an  inn w hich stands in front of the  castle . 
His possessions and h is  g lories cannot all be n a rra ted  here , n o r a re  they 
all know n to me. He w as of a h igh  and  princely m ind. He en la rg ed  the 
church  o f G lyss and built a chapel to the  rig h t o f it, and below  the  a lta r 
o f this chapel he m ade h im self a p rincely  sep u lch re ; bu t ho never oc 
cupied it. On the  trip ty ch  o f the a lta r he p laced the  p o rtra its  o f h im self 
and  h is wife and  all his sons and  dau g h te rs , and  in the ad jo in ing  wall a 
g ilt inscrip tion  hew n in the  stone in his m em ory:

S . A N N A E  D I V A E  V I R G I N I S  

M A  T R I , G E O R G I U S  S U P E R  

S A X O , M I L E S  A V . H A N G  

C A P E L L A M  E D I D I T  

A N N O  S A L V T I S  1 5 1 9 .

A L 'L 'A R E  F U N D A V I T  E T  

D O T  A  V IT  I V R E  P A T R O N .

H A E R E D 1 B U S  S V IS  R E S E R V A T O ,

C V M  E X  M A R G A R E T A  V X O R E  

N A T O S  X X I I I . G E N V I S S E T .

“ He had tw elve sons and  eleven dau g h te rs , and  if  the  pain tings on 
the rcredos a re  faithful p o rtra its , 1 have never seen a  m ore handsom e 
family o f p a ren ts  and  ch ild ren . He lived ten years  a fte r build ing  this 
chapel, and in his old age  he becam e ha ted  by h is countrym en and  was 
accused  of h av ing  taken  p a rt in several affairs ag a in st his own country, 
and  o f hav ing  received la rge  sum s of m oney from the  k ing  o f F rance  
w ithout d is tribu ting  any  p a rt o f the  money am ong the  peop le . F o r  these  
reasons the  people rebelled  again st G eorge A uf-der-F luh  in the  year of 
our L o rd  1529, and  took up arm s. W hen G eorge perceived  th is , ho did 
not w ait for them  to d isp lay  the  m azze , b u t rose  up in the  n igh t and 
escaped  in a sledge out o f  the land to Vevoy on the  Luke of G eneva, 
w here he shortly  a fte rw ards  died and  was buried , having  constructed  his 
princely tom b a t Glyss to no purpose. T hus was he, who form erly  had 
headed so many in surrec tions again st the princes o f th e  country and the 
b ishops, and  had  driven out several o f them , a t  la st driven by insurrection

* T h is  p a la c e  is  s t i l l  s ta n d in g  in  S io n , a n d  is  d e s e r v in g  o f  a  v is it .  T h e  
s ta ir c a s e ,  w ith  it s  g r o t e s q u e  f ig u r e s  in  r id ic u le  o f  h is  o p p o n e n t  S c h in n c r , an d  
e s p e c ia l ly  th e  h a ll ,  w ith  i t s  fin e  c a r v in g s ,  b e a r  w itn e s s  to  th e  w e a lth  a n d  a r t is t ic  
ta s te s  o f  i t s  b u ild e r .

V a la is  a n d  C h n n m u n ix . II . O



from his na tive  land, and  found a  g rave am ong fo reigners. H is num erous 
ch ild ren , handsom e sons an d  d augh ters, also p e rish ed  in a very  sho rt 
tim e. I  have se t dow n these  th ings concern ing  this m an solely in o rder 
th a t no one may confide too much in fortune, p rosperity , and  tem poral 
w elfare, b u t th a t everyone may build  upon God, th e  only sure  foundation , 
for a ll the beau ty , and  the  ornam ent, and the m agnificence o f th is body is 
in co n stan t: so soon as the  m igh ty  God blows upon it w ith h is w ind and 
b last from  heaven , it fades and w ithers aw ay like the flow eret of the  
field.”

Before leaving the church we m ust cast a  glance a t the 
organ loft. The excellent new organ is the work of a young 
artist of Valais, Conrad Carlen. H e is the youngest scion of 
the Carlen family, of Goms, who for several generations have 
devoted them selves to organ building, and have constructed 
most of the organs in the canton. O f the older products of 
their skill the magnificent organ, completed in 1774, in the 
cathedral of Sion, is especially deserving of mention.

Less than  a  mile from Glis, down the valley , lies the 
ham let of Gamsen, on the Gamsabach, which bursts from tho 
N anzerthal and covers the valley far and wide with its detritus. 
The nam e of this unpretentious little village is well known to 
entomologists throughout the world as the home of A nder- 
egyen, the butterfly collector, a  m an of humble station who 
has made discoveries in this field of investigation which many 
a g rea t naturalist might envy; several species o f butterflies 
have been named after him. The insect fauna of Upper Valais, 
and especially of the lateral valleys of the Simplon, is an 
extrem ely diversified one, not only in general, bu t more parti
cularly as regards species peculiar to this district.

Opposite Gamsen, on the right bank of the Elione, are 
th e  Baths of Bvieg, warm gypsum waters above which a bath
house was built as early as the year 1525. I t  was destroyed 
by a land-slip or an earthquake, and for many years the 
therm al w aters flowed off unutilised into the Rhone ; but 
recently the spring has been again turned to account, and a 
little b a th -h o u se  erected. I t  would bo a  boon to suffering



hum anity if these ancient baths could be again restored in 
their completeness.

For the antiquarian also there is an object of in terest in 
the vicinity, the Gamsen W all, which extends to the west of 
the village from the m ountains in the south as far as the 
Rhone, thus completely barring  access to the upper districts 
of the canton. Concerning the period in which this defensive 
work was constructed, and the purpose it  was intended to 
serve, we can learn bu t little from existing historical records; 
but its structure  indicates th a t it formed not a  dam against 
the wild Gamsa, but a  fortification of the Viberi against the 
Seduni. The old chronicler whom we have already quoted was 
probably not far wrong in his conjectures :

“ I t  is a  very  ancien t p iece of m asonry , built acco rd ing  to some by 
the R om ans, w hen they  crossed  the  m ountain Sem pronii o r Sim pilen 
(Sim plon) on an  expedition  against the  G auls. O thers opine th a t it is of 
still m ore ancien t orig in , being  a bu lw ark  e rected  by the  U p p er Lcpontinc 
V iberi, dw elling in th e  d istric ts  o f Goins and  B rieg , ag a in st the  incursions 
of the Seduni, a  people dw elling betw een th is  region and  the  R iver M orsa 
below  S ion : for in all ag es  the Seduni had m ore noble and pow erful 
ru le rs , and w ere m ore ru led  and su b jec ted  to the yoke o f serv itude than  
the  V iberi above them , as is evidenced by th e  s trongholds o f the  nobles 
a t  V isp, R aron , Zum T hurm , L euk, S ierrc , P e r r ig a rd *, G radetz , Enfisch, 
S itten (Sion), &c. B ut w hen both peop les, th e  V iberi and  the  Seduni, 
cam e in course of tim e under one ru le r, and  th e ir  lands w ere united , and 
they had  to a g re a t ex te n t freed  them selves from  th e ir  oppressors  and 
destroyed  the  s trongho lds o f them , the ram p a rt in question w as quite 
neglected , so th a t it fell into decay.”

Early  in the present century there w ere found here, in 
digging the foundation of a barn, several weapons, including 
a  broken halberd and two rusty  swords.

This artificial fortification no doubt stood in connection 
with the hills which projected so far into the valley, and upon 
which, as is still handed down by popular tradition, beacon 
fires and signals were lit in former times to call the people 
to arm s. These spots are still known throughout Upper V alais;

* B e a u r e g a r d , a s  i t  i s  m o r e c o r r e c t ly  s p e l le d , w a s  s itu a te d  h ig h  a b o v e  th e  
e n tr a n c e  to  th e  E if isc h th a l ; i t  w a s  th e  s e a t  o f  G u lsc a r d  o f  R a r o n .



above B rieg it is the B ühl on the Brigerberg and below Gam sen 
the Bohrberg  which are  said to have served these purposes. 
Both afford the traveller a  magnificent view.

A ltogether the environs of B rieg afford an abundance of 
delightful walks ; we will here mention only those to the 
Closi and to the B urgspitze.

The Closi is a  rocky defile above N aters, and a  visit to 
it occupies no more than Id/a or 2 hours. H uge rocky walls 
broken by wild and rugged gorges, magnificent groups of trees 
affording refreshing shade, crystal springs, rushing mountain- 
torrents, and an exuberant vegetation lend the entire district 
an extraordinary charm . I t  is no t to be wondered at tha t 
this spot has always attracted  num erous visitors. W e are still 
shown, in a shady place, two seats hewn in the rock, where 
Cardinal Schinner and the Captain-General Supersaxo are said 
to have frequently rested in their younger days to discuss the 
affairs of the province. Happy would it have been for the 
land if the early friendship between these two g rea t men had 
endured throughout their lives !

The B urgspitze  (about 3600 feet above the sea) is reached 
from Brieg in a little more than  an hour. W e follow the 
Simplon road along the Brigerberg  as far as Refuge No. 1, 
in the ham let of Schlucht. From  here a steep footpath leads 
in a  fewT minutes along the Calvarienberg to the chapel on 
the B urgspitze, where an extensive prospect is unfolded to 
the eye.

Before we resum e our travels  i t  rem ains to say a few w ords regard ing  
the vegetation  of B rieg  and  its vicinity. And first o f all it is desirab le  th a t 
we com pare, a t le a st in b road  outlines, the  flora o f th is  d is tric t w ith th a t 
o f th e  rem ain ing  portion  of the  low er valley o f th e  Rhone.

A jb u rn e y  up  the valley o f the  R hone is in th is  respec t ex trem ely  
rich  in  rem ark ab le  fe a tu re s ; the  v egeta tion  may be said to change  from 
hou r to hour, w ith  every bend in  the valley, offering new ra rities  to the 
collector,—ra ritie s  w hich ho would seek in vain not only elsew here  in 
C anton V alais, b u t in any o th e r p a rt o f Sw itzerland.

To adduce b u t one exam ple, the d istric t below the  defile o f St. M aurice, 
being  influenced by the  la cu str in e  clim ate, has quite  an o th e r vernal flora 
than  the  h iner valley of the  R hone. T here  we find fresh v e rd u re ; here



scorched and  sunburn t rocky h e a th s ; in the  low er p a rt the  h ills and  p lains 
a re  adorned  in early  springtim e w ith a w ealth  of blossom s, w hile in V alais 
p roper, a t  tha t period o f the year, only the  ra re s t p lants a re  to be found 
here  and  th e re  by bo tan ists  fam iliar with the  locality. P r im u la  e latior  
and  acaulis  (to g e th e r w ith th e ir  hybrids), Anem one nem orosa  and r a m m - 
culoides, A lliu m  itr s in u m , A r u m  m aculatim i, A sa ru m  europœ um , D aphne  
Laureola, B u se n s  aculeatus  and o thers a p p e a r  a lready  in the  m onth of 
M arch in the w oods and m eadow s o f the lake d is tr ic t; b u t above ß t. Maui ice 
th e re  a re  b loom ing a t the  sam e tim e, b u t only on very  w arm  and sheltered  
slopes, especially  n ear B ranson  and  Sion, p lan ts  belong ing  to a  moro 
southern  flora, Anem one m ontana, Bulbocodium  verm in i, Gagea s  a xa  t i  lis, 
and  A donis verna lis . Even if we confine ourselves to a  single o rd e r of 
p lan ts , we shall find it rep resen ted  very differently in the tw o d is tric ts  of 
the canton . Viola S teven ii, arenaria , collina, and  m irab ilis , so widely 
diffused from M artigny to far up  in th e  valley of the  R hone, a re  searched  
for in vain in the low er part, w here , how ever, Viola alba, scotopliylla , 
and  m u ltica u lis  a re  very common in the ch estn u t and la rch  groves betw een 
S t. M aurice, M onthey, and  V ouvry.

W e m ay even go fu rther and  say th a t every p lace in V alais, every 
la te ra l valley, and  alm ost every  a lp has its own rep resen ta tives, ra rities  
w hich a re  found only in a s ing le  spot e ithe r in V alais o r in all S w itzer
land. Trochiscanthes nod ijlo rus  in the vicinity  of St. M aurice ; S a x i fr a g a  
leucantha, V esicaria  u t r icu la ta , and  Orchis sam bucina  in the rocky hollow  
o f V ern ay az ; H elian them um  sa lic ifo liu m  n ear B ra n so n ; several Umbelli- 
fe rce  in the ne ighbourhood  o f M artigny ; Papilionaceœ  in  the  chestnut- 
woods of F u lly ; Lonicera  e tn isca  in Saillon, and  opposite the  la tte r  p lace, 
below Iserab loz, S isym b r iu m  p a n n o n icu m  and  D racocephalum  a u stria cu m . 
Polym orphous Ilaw kw eeds  of the section A ndryalo 'idea  hero m ake th e ir  
appearance  in g rea t num ber and  in a  d iversity  of form s no t ye t sufficiently 
w ell-know n, especially  a t the  entrance to the la te ra l valleys, am ong the 
rocks of th e ir  narrow  erosive go rges. N ear C onthey w e find T h u rg en ia  
la tifo lia , P aparer  h ybridum , and  L e p id iu m  g ra m in ifo liu m  ;  n e a r  Sion 
together w ith T u lip a  O culis-solis, I r i s  lutescens, and P unica G ranatim i, 
p lants w hose special h ab ita t is  su n -bu rn t h eath s, such as E p h ed ra  hel- 
vetica, O puntia vu lg a ris , S a x i fr a g a  bu lb ifera , Poa concinna, and o thers. 
B etw een S ierre  and Leuk, in the shadow  of th e ir  firs, w hich rem ind us 
by the ir broad  crow ns of the  pines of Ita ly , C oronilla m in im a  and E u p h ra s ia  
viscosa occur. Som ew hat h ig h e r above G am pel the w ig -p lan t (R h u s  
C otinus) forms en tire  groves, and in Visp we find S isym b r iu m  Ir io  and 
D ictam nus a lbus. N ow here  else excep t on the G reat St. B ernard  can we 
collect such a  varie ty  o f beautiful species o f P ed icu laris , as well as  the 
ra re  C hæ rophyllum  e legans; only in the  Val Bagno C arex us fid a ta  and 
S a x i fr a g a  diapensoYdes, in the  V al d ’IIérém ence C arex m icroglochin , in 
Z erm att alone P oten til/a  am bigua , S c irp u s  a lp i  nus, T h la sp i a lp in u m , 
A lyssu m  a lpestre , A l liu m  s tr id im i ,  and the  ra re s t C arices; in the  Saas 
valley A lsine aretioides, P leurogyne carin th iaca , A r tem is ia  nana, &c. &c.

Thus too B rieg , w ith the N atvrsberg  and  the no rth e rn  acclivity  o f the 
Sim plon, affords us much th a t is new  and  in te res tin g —a vegetation in



w hich the pecu liarities  o f the elidiate o f V alais, of its  soil, and  o f its 
d iversities o f surface a re  faithfully reflected.

In the uPflanzenlehen der S c h w e iz” by Dr. F . C hrist wo re a d :
“ N ot till far above B ricg , w here  the  g lac ier-va lley  in w hich the  Rhone 

has its source beg ins, is the sou thern  ray  o f the  M editerranean flora pene
tra tin g  in to  V alais extinguished ; i t  exp ires benea th  the  icy b rea th  o f the 
Alpine clim ate. ”

Am ong the  cu ltiv a ted  tre e s  and p lan ts  we may nam e the chestnu t and 
w alnut, o rch a rd  fruits of various k inds, inc lud ing  the aprico t, m aize and 
w heat, a  few g rap es, and  the  saffron p lan t, though  the  cultivation  of the 
la tte r  has been  given up, ow ing to its  unprofitab leness. Am ong the  p lants 
g row ing w ild in the  v ic in ity  of B rieg  a re  the  follow ing: L a th y r u s  splice r i  eus, 
Ononis N a tr ix , G eranium  d ivarica tum , A chillea  tom entosa  and  nobilis, 
C am panula  sp icata , I r i s  germ anica , E r y s im u m  helveticum  and  canescens, 
D actylis  h ispan ica , C entaurea vallesiaca, V icia G erardi, A ndrosace m a xim a , 
Anem one m ontana, T h a lic tru m  fœ tid u m , J u n ip e ru s  Sab ina , A ra b is  sa xa -  
t il is , P o ten tilla  ru p es tr is , K celeria vallesiaca, S tip a  p en n a ta  and cap illa ta , 
M ola collina  and  arenaria , w ith  its var. liv ida , &c. &c.

A scending the  N atersberg  wo find the  D eptford P ink  (S ilene  A rm eria ) , 
G alium  pedem ontanum  (this p lan t, as well as L a th y r u s  sjriicericus, N aters 
lias in common w ith ho t B ranson!), H iera c iu m  laditeæ fo liu m , L ych n is  
F los-Jov is , N a s tu r tiu m  p yrena icum , C ytisu s  a lp in u s , V iola Thom asiana, 
A sphodclus a lbus, and tw o rem arkab le  p lants w hich have certa in ly  found 
th e ir  w ay over the  he igh ts  of the  Sim plon P ass, Centaurea a x il la r is  and 
S a x i fr a g a  Cotyledon. T hey occur again  on the sou thern  slopes of the 
Sim plon, and  arc  th e re  n ea re r to th e ir  hom e, th e  A lps o f U p p e r Ita ly . 
T he o th e r species m entioned a re  e ithe r indigenous to V alais, or, o rig inat
ing  in the flora o f the  A lps o f Sou thern  F rance , o f the  plains, o r o f the 
M editerranean coast, have here  reached  th e ir  eas te rn  limit.

On the  n o rth e rn  slopes o f the Sim plon several ra re  species o f H ie r
acium  a re  found, am ong o th e r II . la n a tu m , I l .p ic tu m ,  and  th e ir  hybrids; 
also the  new ly defined species II .  Sem pronianum , W olf. F u r th e r  A s tr a 
ga lu s  m onspessulanus, excapus, and  ura lensis , and the  tw o beautiful 
Cruci f  er  æ : Aeth ionem a sa xa tile  and M attinola  vallesiaca. In the  bed  of 
the  Saltina  we from tim e to tim e m eet w ith  som e m em ber o f the  A lpine 
flora w hich has s trayed  from the  he igh ts  o f the  Sim plon; we sh a ll re fe r 
in due course to the  m agnificent Alpine flora o f the Sim plon and its 
la te ra l valleys, as  well as  to the m anifold species adorn ing  its southern  
decliv ities.



II. The Simplon.

H er e , w h e r e  th e  r o c k y  w a ll  b y  G od  u p th r o w n ,
T h e  b le a k  N o r th  from  th e  su n n y  S o u th  d iv id e s ,
W h e r e  Mont* L e o n e , g a z in g  p r o u d ly  d o w n ,
I ts  fe e t  in  w o o d s , in  ic e  i t s  fo r e h e a d  b id e s ,
T h e  n o r th e r n  w a n d e r e r  fe e ls  h is  h e a r t  o ’er flo w  
T o  th o se  fa ir  p la in s  b e y o n d  th ’e tc r n a l s n o w .

H e  s e e s  in  fa n c y  th a t d e lig h tfu l la n d  
W h e r e  g o ld e n  fr u its  m a tu r e  in  e v e r y  g r o v e ,
O 'er w h ich  a  c lo u d le s s  a z u r e  sk y  is  s p a n n e d ,
W h e r e  S p r in g ’s s o f t  z e p h y r s  fa n  th e  ilam e o f  lo v e ,  
A n d  a lta r - s m o k c  V e s u v iu s  d o th  cro w n ,
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In  w in te r  w h en  th is  w a y  th e  w a n d e r e r  ta k es .

L .  L .  von R o te n .

Historical Notes regarding the Simplon Pass.

E earliest settlem ents of the Romans beyond the Alps 
vere in Canton Valais, and among these O ctodum m — 

the modern M artigny—occupied the first place. I t  was the key 
to a  pass of the utm ost importance for tlicir m ilitary expedi
tions, the G reat St. B ernard, called by the Romans Motis Jovis, 
from the circumstance tha t they  had erected on its heights a 
temple in honour of the god Jupiter.

B ut Lower V alais, being thickly populated, was con
quered only in the year 57 B .C . by Sergius Galba, a general 
of Cœsar’s, and the pass across the L ittle  St. B ernard is said 
to have been used a t an earlier date by the Roman conquerors,



as well as the passes which lead to the east of the St. Got- 
hard  over the Splügen, B ernhardin, Septimer, and Ju lier into 
the valley of the Rhine. B a t none of all these Roman mili
tary  roads exceeded the G reat St. B ernard in  im portance, es
pecially after a  good road had been built over it by order of 
Cæsar and improved under Augustus.

Hr/eg- tow ards the South .

I t is therefore rem arkable tha t the Roman civilisation 
scarcely penetrated fu rther into the valley of the Rhone than 
to the neighbourhood of Sion, the Sedunum  of th e  Romans. 
In  the upper districts we look in vain for Roman inscriptions, 
mile-stones, and the ruins of baths and temples, witnesses of 
a long-vanished civilisation which had attained a  high stage 
of development in Lower Valais, and the remains of which are 
exceedingly plentiful below Sierre.

The Viberi, Seduni, Veragri, and N antuates, Gallic tribes 
who a t th a t time inhabited the valley of the Rhone as far as



Lake Leman, were no doubt bound to each o ther by friendly 
alliances ; but either the Viberi, the  inhabitants of U pper Valais, 
were more successful in resisting the Roman yoke, or the 
la tte r were indifferent to the possession of the inhospitable, 
rugged, and unproductive highlands. P erhaps also the passes 
through the Grisons in the east and over the G reat St. B ernard 
in the west sufficed for the administrative and military neces
sities of the Romans, or finally it is possible th a t the inhabitants 
of Doveria and Toccia were less susceptible to the Roman civili
sation than the Salassi on the banks o f the Doria. Certain it 
is tha t the mountain-pass in Upper Valais across Mons Sem- 
pronius, as well as the neighbouring Gries, Albrun, Antrona, 
Monte Moro, and St. Thcodulo Passes, were never of equal 
importance with the others, and perhaps were never used at 
all for the passage of armies, but became famous only late in 
the Middle Ages as commercial routes.

B ut there is no doubt th a t in the time of the Romans a 
road o f some kind, though perhaps only a second or third rate 
bridle path, led across the Simplon.

Valais was a t first separated from the rest of Gallia and 
formed the Pccnnine province, which was under the rule of 
the governor of R hœ tia; a t a later date it was detached from 
Eastern H elvetia and placed under a  procurator of its own, 
who bore the title : Procurator A lp inum  A lractianarum  et 
Pccninarum. Valais thus formed one province w ith the modern 
Levantine, and must necessarily have been in direct communi
cation with it, which could only have taken [dace across the 
Simplon.

It is not only the ancient political divisions th a t point 
to the existence of a way through the rocky gorges of the 
Sim plon; further evidence in the same direction is afforded by 
an inscription found upon a rock near Vogogna, below Domo 
d ’Ossola. U nfortunately this inscription has been in part ef
faced by the w eathering of the rock. I t runs as follows:



V in . F a c ta  e x —  —  — —  

C . D o m ttia  D e x tr a  II . P . 

M. V a le r io  — — —  —

C u ra ta r ib  — — — —  —

V e n u sti  con  — — -  —

M arm or —  — — — —

H S . X I I I .  D  C. 

F u s c o  c o s s .

-  O.
C . T .

The historians Mommsen and Labus have deciphered this 
fragm entary inscription, and both agree th a t it dates from 
A. D. 196. The form er investigator concludes tha t a  simple 
path, not a  “ via publica” or m ilitary road, led through the 
valley of the Toccia and across the Simplon, being kept in 
repair by municipalities or o ther public bodies, and tha t the 
cost of its construction amounted to 13,600 scstertia.

The downfall of the Roman empire was followed by a 
rapid decrease in the prosperity of Valais. Its  lateral valleys 
became almost depopulated, and only afforded in summer time 
a scanty subsistence to a few herdsm en, while it was but sel
dom that a  traveller ventured across the mountain-passes. This 
state of things continued until the twelfth century, up to the 
time of the German immigration, and it was during th is period 
tha t the land suffered from the incursions of the Saracens, 
who issued from their re trea t a t Fraxinetum  to plunder and 
devastate.

In  the year 940 they occupied the G reat St. Bernard and 
burn t St. Maurice, and after this the G reat St. Bernard became 
so fam iliar and of so g reat importance to them , th a t they ap 
plied its nam e to the entire chain of the Alps,— M ont Dschaus, 
derived from the Roman Mons Jovis, Mont Joux.

This annoyance was put an end to in 975 by the con
federated princes of Provence, a fter the infidels had ventured 
so far as to take prisoner, near O rsières, Abbot Mayeul of 
Clunv, who was on a pilgrimage to Rome. The Saracens aro 
said to have then taken refuge in the most secluded valleys 
of Southern Valais ; the inhabitants of the Saasthal and Ei- 
fisclithal and of the Val Evolenaz are reputed to be de
scended in great p art from these refugees. I t  is probable



th a t the Simplon Pass was also known to these bands of 
m arauders.

The Saracens were followed by peaceful pilgrims from 
Scandinavia, Iceland, Denmark, and England, from the eleventh 
to the fourteenth century. T heir sole purpose was not, how
ever, to visit the holy places ; like the crusaders, they  took 
occasion while on their travels to increase the ir temporal 
wealth by the barter and sale of merchandise.

The pilgrims from Iceland preferred the way across the 
G reat St. Bernard, but a  heavy tribute was levied on them 
by the inhabitants on both sides, so th a t many avoided it in 
consequence, and made their way through the peaceful valley 
of the Rhone and then across the Simplon or through the 
Saasthal.

Towards the end of the tw elfth century the powerful and 
flourishing German empire extended the blessings of its rule 
over Valais, brought the land peace and tranquillity, and lent 
it now streng th  and new prosperity through its G erm an co
lonies. The im m igrants from the north not only peopled Upper 
Valais, but oven crossed the m ighty  ram parts of Monte Rosa 
and founded a t the foot of its southern slopes num erous se t
tlem ents in the valleys of Aosta, Gressoney, Challant, Anzasca, 
Sesia, Ornavasso, and Ossola, some of which settlem ents are 
to be found a t the present day still speaking the German 
tongue.

But a t the same time im migrants from Italy  also entered 
V alais and took possession of the uninhabited valleys of Sim
plon and Saas. The snow-capped m ountain-range of the Alps 
of Valais no longer formed an impassable barrier, but was 
freely crossed at many points. A lively traffic developed bet
ween the dwellers on either side of the m ountains, and 
even in political m atters they  were closely united. B ut the 
Simplon Pass not only joined N orth and South ; it was also 
the shortest way from the E ast to the W est, by which the 
products of Asia found their way along the g rea t commercial



highway of the Euphrates and through B ajazzo (the modern 
Aias), Venice, and Milan to Switzerland, Savoy, and Franco.

Poor though the Alpine valleys were in  vegetation and 
in natural products, they now became rich by the transport 
o f merchandise ; where previously a  single m iserable hu t had 
afforded shelter during the brief sum mer to a few herdsmen, 
thriving villages now arose, especially in the gorges of the 
Simplon. T he value of this commercial intercourse was fully 
realised by the bishops of Valais, who for their p art did their 
utm ost to promote it, regulating  the traffic by treaties, as for 
instance th a t concluded in the year 1250 by the interm ediation 
of Bishop H enry of Baron with a great trading corporation in 
M ilan, “  in order to tu rn  to be tter account the Simplon road, 
which has been little  used since the days of the Rom ans,” as 
the treaty  states. F urther efforts in the same direction were 
made in the years 1271 and 1272 by Bishop Rudolph, and 
especially in 1291 by his successor Boniface. The la tter pu r
chased from the lords of Castello, in the bishopric of Novara, 
the sovereignty over the Simplon, and bestowed it upon Count 
Blandrati, whose seat was the Hübschburg a t V isp ; under him 
depots and hospices w ere erected, am ong others the hospico 
of St. Jam es on the heights o f the Simplon, “ in collibia de 
monte Simplono,” by the K nights of Malta.

In the two following centuries the traffic between Milan 
and Lyons, so profitable for Valais, was often interrupted by 
insurrections and civil wars, but it was constantly resumed again, 
as in 1422 under Bishop Andrew Gualdo, and in 1455 under 
H enry II. of Raron. In  the year 1491, for the protection of 
m erchants, the Seven Districts appointed a “ Castlan ” or judge 
in Rudcn (Gondo) and a captain on the Simplon as frontier 
w arders.

At the beginning of the sixteenth century, when F ran 
cesco Sforza and the king of F rance were fighting for the 
possession of Milan, the powerful and bellicose cardinal Schinuer 
of Valais crossed the Simplon more than  once w ith the troops



of the Confederacy and sacrificed w ithout stint many brave 
Swiss lives in a  strange quarrel.

In  the year 1650, after the decay of the hospital of the 
K nights of Malta, Caspar Stoclcalper erected on the Simplon 
a large tower, which served him and his family as a summer 
residence. The low est story was devoted to the reception of 
poor travellers, and his people had orders to extend hospitality 
to all such as m ight apply to them  throughout the year. The 
great tower in Gondo, which served a similar purpose, was 
also his work.

A t the commencement of the same century Ticino was 
conquered by the Swiss Confederates, and a new highw ay for 
commerce opened across the St. G othard. T he Simplon Pass 
thus lost much of its international im portance, and recovered 
it only for a few decades in the early part of the nineteenth 
century.

I t  was in the middle of May, 1800, th a t Napoleon cross
ed the G reat St. Bernard with his army. The hardships and 
dangers which the troops encountered were innum erable, and 
extraordinary obstacles had to be overcome in order to cross 
the lofty pass, which, being more than 8000 feet in altitude, 
is not free from snow until late in the summer. Owing to the 
difficulties experienced here, the F irst Consul resolved to take in 
hand at once the construction of a  carriage-road across the 
Simplon, which had been ordered by the Directory in Milan 
on May 14, 1797. In  1801 five thousand labourers were set 
to work on e ither side of the mountain, and by dint of indo
mitable courage and extraordinary exertions they overcame 
every obstacle and completed the ir task  in the course of five 
sum mers under the lead of the engineers Céard, Duthens, 
Lescot, Duchesne, H oudouart, Cournon, Maillard, and Gianella 
— men whose names are  w orthy to be traced in letters of 
gold in the annals of our race. The expenses of the under
taking amounted to £  280,000 ; 250 tons of powder were em
ployed in blasting the galleries, which had a total length of 
1720 fee t; 611 bridges had to be constructed. “ T he works



on the Simplon were commenced on the 3rd Nivose and the 
5th Germinal of the year 9, and opened to traffic the 11th Vende
re ai re of the year 14.” T hus runs the report made by Céard, 
the chief inspector of the Simplon road, to the E m peror N a
poleon, who was never able him self to view the great work 
which had been carried out by his mandate, or to lead his 
arm y across it. I t  stands here a monum ent of a mighty genius, 
of a  noble nation !

“ Up to th is  d a y  there is no e x a m p le  o f  a  s im i la r  
w o rk  h a v in g  been executed w i th  the l ike  c e le r i t y ! ’'

Although it is from a certain point of view a m atter for 
regret, still we cannot bu t hope tha t in a few years time this 
magnificent road m ay become a prey to forgetfulness ; already 
the iron horse transports us with lightning speed to the foot 
of the Simplon, and in a few years it will have made its way 
through the h ea rt of the mountains.

The plans for a  fu ture Simplon Tunnel are completed, 
the cost calculated, and the probable difficulties to be encount
ered weighed ; scientists have investigated the geological struc
ture of the m ountains to be pierced, and ascertained the pro
bable tem perature of their interior,— everything is p repared ,— 
the French have recognised, especially since the opening of 
the railw ay through the St. G othard, the ancient rival of the 
Simplon, how necessary the construction of the tunnel is for 
their trad e ,—but France lacks a second Napoleon to give the 
word for the commencement of the enterprise. Meanwhile the 
dwellers by the old international highway of Mons Sempronius 
wait in hopeful expectation of a speedy settlem ent of this 
question, which is of such vital importance for the prosperity 
of their native valleys.



Topography o f  the Simplon.
“ Y e  fa th e r s  o f  th e  la n d , le a d  y o u r  so n s  b y  th e  

h and  a c r o ss  th is  m o u n ta in  r o a d , a n d  th e y  w ill  lea r n  

m o r e  in  th e ir  o w n  fa th e r la n d  th a n  w o u ld  b e  p o s s ib le  

in o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  in  a  jo u r n e y  o f  m a n y  h u n d red

V a la is  C a le n d a r  f o r  1831.

j|/j>tIE culm inating-point of the Simplon road is G594 feet above
the sea ; its length from Brieg to Domo d’Ossola is 64 

miles, (from Brieg to Berisal 8 * /2  miles, to the new Hospice 
I 5 1 /2  miles, to the village of Simplon 20 '/2  miles, to Gondo 
[Buden] 27 miles, to Isella 41 miles). The Swiss mail diligence 
crosses the mountain twice daily, connects the Swiss railway 
station of Brieg in nine hours with Domo d’Ossola, and con
tinues its way (under Swiss control throughout until the com
pletion of the Italian railway now in course of construction) 
to Arona and I’allanza 011 the shores of Lake Maggiore. For 
the pedestrian it is 6 hours walk to the Hospice, from there 
to the village of Simplon 2 hours, and to Domo another 6 or 
7 hours. The scenery of the Pass can be most conveniently 
enjoyed by engaging one of the private conveyances which are 
always to be found at Brieg. W e can so make a  halt a t all 
the finest points, and are moreover secure against unwelcome 
society. The charges vary with the season of the year, and 
the best plan is to come to an understanding with the hotel
keeper regarding the am ount to be paid. The Simplon Pass is 
open throughout the year w ith the exception of a few days in 
w inter after heavy snow-storms. Even then a passage through 
the snow is made as quickly as possible, in order to render 
the road practicable for the small sledges which a t th a t season 
take the place of the diligences.

The Simplon road exceeds in beauty and picturesque charms 
all other mountain highw ays, and will bear comparison with 
most of them in respect to the grandeur of its surroundings.



Its construction constituted one of the greatest trium phs 
achieved by man over natural obstacles ; in point of time it was 
the first of the modern Alpine highways which connect North 
and South, and it formed the model for la ter undertakings of 
the same kind,— Napoleon’s decree had broken the ancient 
spell !

Soon after leaving Brieg our admiration is excited by the 
Napoleonsbrücke, boldly spanning the boisterous Saltine, a  head
strong torrent descending from the glaciers of Monte Leone. 
On reaching this monum ent of hum an skill, placed in the midst 
of stupendous surroundings, the wonders of the Simplon Pass 
are unfolded to us as by the wand of some m ighty magician.

Ou the left, descending from the Glishorn, the Saltine 
receives a tributary, the Ilolzgraben, which after prolonged rain, 
and when the snow is melting, swelled to such a volume as 
to threaten  the bridge with destruction. A tunnel was therefore 
made for it through the rocks, and through this outlet its 
turbid w aters, mingled with earth and fragments of stone, flow 
with wild uproar into the deep rocky gorge.

In  the neighbourhood of the Napoleonsbrücke an imperious 
and tyrannical noble is said to have built his castle. Every trace 
of it has long vanished, however, and excavations recently con
ducted on the site by antiquaries b rought to light nothing but 
a few ancient weapons and some fragm ents of Celtic pottery.

For some years after its completion the Simplon road led 
from here direct to Glis ; only a t a  la ter period did the gov
ernm ent of Valais extend it down to Brieg. B ut the magnificent 
bridge has now lost most of its importance, and every year 
brings it nearer to ruin, for the Canton of Valais will scarcely 
continue to maintain so expensive a  work much longer, especi
ally since the annual expenses for the maintenance of the 
Simplon road often exceed .£1200, and it is less and less 
frequented. How will it be when after the construction of the 
tunnel Napoleon's military road is traversed only by a few 
natives or by here and there a tourist ?
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High above us, on the Schallberg, a  spur of the Kleen- 
horn, stands Refuge No. 2. In  order to reach it the road 
makes a wide bend six miles in length, a t first in an easterly 
direction th rough  green meadows, past the little villages of the 
commune of Brigerberg to the foot of the C alvarienberg “ zu r  
B urgspitze.” H ere, in the charm ingly-situated ham let of Schlucht, 
stands Refuge No. 1, and the road now bends to the west, 
ascending steeply through the B randw ald to the chapel “ in  
den Bleichen.”

B ut the sturdy pedestrian, to whom such wide loops are 
an abomination, can take a short cut straight up to Schallberg. 
Following the course of the telegraph wires, he first crosses 
moist meadows, and then ascends a steep, sunburnt acclivity, 
beyond which he reaches the old Simplon road, the pavement 
of which is still in good preservation in some places. F or a 
short distance the old road, like the new one, which is only 
a little higher up, runs along the verge of the abyss. In passing 
we notice an inscription engraved in the rock, rem inding the 
traveller of a sad delusion of former centuries. H ere it was, 
namely, tha t in the year 1620 the last witch was burned in 
Canton Valais, a certain M. Im ager of G anther.

D ripping with perspiration we reach the airy heights and 
regain the new road, and in the neat little parlour of Refuge 
No. 2 we can now rest and refresh ourselves.

B ut greater enjoym ents aw ait u s ; for we are in the midst 
of a landscape of vast extent, and of an extrem ely impressive 
character. W e can here cast a  parting  glance a t the valley of 
the Rhone, in  whose depths, surrounded by luxurian t grassy 
slopes, rise the glittering towers and roofs of Briog. Above 
N aters, which is snugly concealed in leafy shade, rises the 
stupendous m ountain-chain of the B ernese Alps, w ith their 
dazzling ice-fields and their wild rocky peaks rising proudly 
skywards. B ut a t our feet, descending with fearful abruptness, 
is the barren and gloomy ravine of the Saltine ; here and there 
a w eather-beaten pine has succeeded in securing a foothold
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on the naked rock, high above the yawning chasm ; in the 
murky depths a  foaming glacier-torrent is visible, but its tum ult 
fails to reach our ear. On both sides of the rocky wall, high 
above the waves of the turbulent stream, the daring inhabit
ants of Valais have suspended wooden water-pipes which convey 
the fertilising elem ent to the meadows of Brieg and Glis. High 
above these barren walls, on the slopes of the Glishorn and 
the Staldenliorn, grassy terraces fringed by woodlands relieve 
the monotony of the scenery, and the cottages seen here and 
there intim ate tha t even these lonely wilds are not destitute 
of inhabitants. H idden between yonder peaks, and accessible 
only by a  steep path , lies the sequestered Nesselthal, the slopes 
of which afford summer pasturage to numerous herds of cattle. 
At the foot of the Schallberg, on an expanse of meadowland 
surrounded by foaming m ountain-torrents and by steep slopes 
covered w ith shadowy fir-woods, stand the lonely chalets 

Im  G rund, ” on the site of ancient sm elting works connected 
with the iron mines of the G anther-Thal. From  here the old 
road led southwards directly up to the pass, at first through 
the gloomy recesses of a primeval forest, then past the Alpine 
chalets of Tavernen  and Eggen, and finally up steep zigzags, 
across acclivities covered with alpenrose bushes, to the pass. 
From here we overlook this entire stretch of roadway, which, 
though not easy to find, is nevertheless taken by m any ped
estrians even a t the present day. Towards the east opens the 
ravine of the G anther-Thal, dominated by the ice-clad Bortel- 
horn  and by the rocky crests of the Furggenbaumhorn  and 
W asenlwrn. Along its slopes, on both sides, in wide loops and 
intricate windings, now over meadowland, now through woods, 
runs the boldly-planned mountain-road, which our eye can follow 
as far as the summit of the pass above the Saltine Gorge, a t 
the foot of the bleak rocky ram parts of the Schönhorn.

Such is the prospect enjoyed here by the traveller in fine 
w eather. B ut when thunder-storm s break over us and grey 
clouds glide ghost-like along the cliffy steeps, and only here 
and there a  huge rocky peak is seen rising above the sea of



nnst, a t such a  time too the aspect presented by this moun
tainous landscape has a  charm of its own ; especially if the 
traveller is fortunate enough to see his shadow, surrounded by 
a many-coloured halo and enlarged to gigantic proportions, 
cast upon the storm-clouds in front of him  by the sun in 
his rear.

Above Schallberg lies the comm andingly-situated alp of 
liossicald, which can be easily reached through the forest in 
14/2 hours. Above this stretch  of pasture-land rises the moun- 
tain-ridge, which reaches in the three neighbouring peaks called 
the K leenhorn, TunetschJiorn, and Bortelhorn, w ith which we 
became acquainted in the B innthal, the im portant elevation of 
nearly 10,000 feet.

W e will now continue our walk along the new road, which 
extends towards the east in a  tolerably horizontal direction and 
reaches the Q anther bridge in one hour. “  This bridge is 65 feet 
in length and 77 feet in he igh t; by its situation and its solidity 
it is quite in harmony with the grand objects which surround 
it a t the bottom of this savage gorge,”— thus ran the report 
of the engineer-in-chief to the E m peror Napoleon. F rom  all 
sides tum ultuous m ountain-torrents descend towards it, forming 
picturesque waterfalls ; and in w inter the entire ravine is often 
filled up to the level of the top of the arch with the snow of 
the avalanches which constantly fall here.

The road now ascends in numerous windings and through 
shady woods to the pleasant ham let of Berisal, with the third 
Refuge and a post station. I t  lies a t an altitude of 4678 feet 
above the sea, and for this reason as well as owing to the 
neighbouring pine-wood, its agreeable and sheltered situation, 
a  plentiful supply of wholesome spring water, and numerous 
unfatiguing w alks, it forms a very pleasant sum mer resort. 
Already several English and Swiss families have selected this 
quiet little village as the spot in which to pass their summer 
holidays, and well-known entomologists and botanists make it 
their annual rendezvous. Mountaineers too have learned the



value of the hotel a t Berisal 
as a  starting-point for enjoy
able Alpine tours, chief among

which are the ascents of the Bettlihorn, W asenhorn, Bortel- 
horn  and Furggenbaum horn, the passage of the passes leading 
to the B innthal, and the excursion to the Alp Diveglia across 
the Passo d i Forchetta  or its neighbour the Passo d’Aurotia.

Idyllic repose reigns in lovely Berisal from year’s end to 
year’s end. I t  is disturbed indeed daily, though only for a few 
moments by the arrival of the diligence and the changing of 
the horses. In  w inter this occasions more commotion than in 
sum mer, for then not only the horses bu t the vehicles them 
selves are  changed. Passengers and luggage are  transferred from 
the unwieldy diligence into little sledges, each seating bu t one 
person. W arm  rugs are thoughtfully provided for the travellers 
by the Helvetic authorities, and the long train  of vehicles sets 
itself in motion, in the first sledge the postillion, in the last the 
conductor, whose duty it is to watch over the safety of all. By



the side of each horse walks a man, if the animals are not left 
entirely to themselves, and when the w eather is fine the journey 
is really a most enjoyable one. I t  is otherwise after a  fresh fall 
of snow, or when the cold north  wind is blowing, and avalanches 
are descending from the barren m ountain-sides, threatening to 
sm other the traveller in their chill embraces. A t such times the 
cavalcade is headed by the triangular snow plough draw n by five 
or six horses, who are assisted in the ir arduous and perilous 
labours by a body of men arm ed with picks and shovels, — sturdy 
sons of the mountains, bidding defiance to the storm and boldly 
facing the dangers to which their task hourly exposes them. From 
time to time it happens tha t one such caravan is snowed up 
for one or more days, either in the hospice on the sum mit or 
in one of the shelter-houses, which aro placed a t much shorter 
intervals apart in the dangerous region, especially near the 
Kaltwasser Glacier.

N ot w ithout a joyful ejaculation does one reach the end 
of a w inter journey such as this, when, after arrival in  the 
inhabited valleys, all fatigues and dangers are seen to have 
been happily overcome.

From  Berisal (4622 feet above the sea) the road again 
rises som ewhat rapidly to Refuge No. 4 (5679 feet) on the 
heights of the Bothicald.

W e are conducted now through forests of larch and fir, 
in the shadow of which flourish beautiful crimson alpenroses, 
most charm ing of Alpine flowers, now through wild gorges, 
traversed by turbulent mountain-torrents, or past solitary Alpine 
chalets, situated in clearings of the forest, and affording de
lightful outlooks upon the distant mountains.

An hour's walk brings us to Refuge No. 4. The character 
of the scenery around us continues about the same ; but our 
attention is constantly attracted  by the changing views that 
present themselves, and our admiration is especially aroused 
by the sight of the Bietsclihorn (13,057 feet), which stands 
revealed to us in all its majesty in the neighbourhood of the



Kapfloch , the first forest-covered tunnel through the rocks. 
Proudly it stands there, a  bold rocky obelisk, the graceful 
monarch of a  num erous throng of courtiers.

B ut suddenly, in the vicinity o f the fifth shelter-house, 
a  bend in the road produces a  change in the scenery. In  front 
of us there now rise barren rocky walls, clad in part with 
gleam ing masses of ice, and w ith countless torrents pouring 
swiftly down them ,— we are now in proximity to the Ivalt- 
w asser Glacier and its terrors.

T he cross standing by the wayside rem inds the traveller 
of his impotence and his weakness, and points to the only 
effectual aid against the dangers tha t threaten  him here in 
winter. A lthough the most dangerous places are protected by 
galleries, scarcely a year passes but the m ountain slays its 
victim here. F or it is not only during heavy falls of snow or 
violent storms th a t the avalanches fall ; often they break loose 
when the sky is serene, and when the snow-masses have been 
w arm ed to their depths by a succession of fine spring days.

W ith  terrible suddenness does the avalanche overwhelm 
the unconscious traveller. High above his head he heard per
haps a peculiar rustling, a sound reached his ear as of a distant 
peal of thunder; surprised he looks up to the clear sky in 
search of the storm-cloud. None is visisible. The bodeful rustling 
draws nearer and nearer, and scarce is the real source of the 
approaching danger apparent, when it is upon him : vast masses 
of loose snow  have engulfed the luckless w anderer, have swept 
him with them  into the depths, and buried him under their 
w eight.

Now and then it happens th a t some one rem ains lying 011 

the upper surface of the avalanche, and so escapes a swift 
death by suffocation. The voituriers from the refuge and the 
monks from the hospice hasten to dig out the victims, but in 
spite of alm ost superhum an exertions they do not always succeed 
in extricating them alive. Only too often their labours end in 
sadly carrying the dead bodies down dangerous paths to the



morgue. The traveller, therefore, should pay earnest heed to 
the warnings of experienced natives, especially of th e  voituriers, 
whose calling it is to battle day by day w ith the terrißc forces 
o f the m ountains ; skilful to recognise and in terpret every sign, 
they seldom err when they  call the attention of the traveller 
to approaching danger.

V ery different it is during the sum mer m onths, when 
the scorching sun-beams have freed the slopes from snow, 
and charm ing Alpine flowers adorn the clefts of the rocks 
and cover the steep declivities. Incom parable is the beauty 
of the scene when the naked walls of the Schönhorn, dyed 
purple by the last rays of the setting sun, rise out of the 
glossy verdure of the Alpine pastures, and when a t the moun
tain’s base the K altw asser G lacier displays its broad rosy 
m antle of ice. The glacier, the cliffs, and the alpenrose vie 
with each other in the brilliancy of their colouring. To the 
last-nam ed the prize of beauty m ust be adjudged, for it glows 
w ith a radiance of its own, while the others lose their ephe
meral splendour as the daylight departs, and resume their 
innate cold and pallid hue.

Refuge No. 5 has an altitude of 6358 fee t; No. 6, known 
as L a  B arriere  (6538 feet), stands near the culm inating-point 
of the road (6594 fee t); the Hospice is 23 feet lower. The 
gradient of this section of the road, a trifle under two miles 
in length, is thus very moderate, and under ordinary con
ditions the distance can be traversed in less than  an hour. 
In  addition to the two shelter-houses and the Hospice we 
pass in this short stretch  three galleries,— a  sufficient proof 
of the manifold dangers which were here to be guarded 
against.

The first of these galleries is constructed of freestone ; 
beneath it are openings to allow of the passage of the Sal
tine, which here descends from the K altw asser Glacier, but 
the g reater part of the w ater flows over the top of the gal
lery and forms a magnificent cascade, which especially excites



our adm iration when viewed from the interior of the gallery, 
through the wide arches. This bold structure, the work of 
an engineer of Valais, named Y enetz, bids defiance to the 
perpetual assaults of the to rren t and resists the pressure of 
the avalanches, though the protective works erected here by 
the F rench were destroyed time after time.

The nex t gallery, half of masonry, half excavated in  the 
rock, is always very dirty in its interior, owing to the constant

K a ltïu a ssc r  G allery.

dripping of w ater from the roof. Outside of it a  narrow  foot
path leads along the verge of the chasm and commands a 
full view of the ravine of the Saltine. Everyw here the w aters 
from the glacier are seen descending in large or small cas
cades over the rocks, in which they have worn deep channels.

The fourth and longest gallery immediately follows ; a t 
first an old, dark tunnel with only here and there an opening 
to adm it air and light, then, contiguous with it, the fine new 
gallery w ith eighteen arched openings, built by the Canton 
of V alais in 1852, by the side of the sum mer road. In 
former times this part of the route was fortified more than 
once by the people of Valais and the French, but the defen-



sive works erected were constantly sw ept away by avalanches. 
H ere too, somewhat above the road, the engineers engaged 
in the construction of the first road over the Simplon found 
the huts of earth  and tu rf in which the troops of Suwarrow 
had bivouacked several years earlier.

A  few more steps bring us to the sum mit of the pass ; - 
we will climb a little higher, however, and then stretch o u r
selves on the tu rf  among the alpenrose bushes.

The panoram a unfolded here is unique in its ex ten t and 
grandeur. On the north the horizon is bounded by the long 
chain of the Bernese Alps, w ith their innum erable glaciers 
and snow-capped summits. The most imposing among them 
is the Aletschhorn, w ith the g rea t glacier of the same name 
winding along a t  its base like some huge serpent.

A t our feet, veiled in a  thin blue mist, lie the gorges 
through which we have ascended. On the east, behind the 
precipices of the Schönhorn, rise the three ice-crowned sum 
mits of the Monte-Leone group, and in the w est extends a 
m ountain-range which, beginning w ith the Glishorn (8146 feet), 
includes the E rzhorn  (8694 fe e t) , F aulhorn  (8999 feet), 
Schienhorn  (8661 feet), Maijenhorn (8359 feet), Sirwoltenhorn  
(9265 feet), and Rauthorn  (10,495 feet), and ends in the 
group of the Fletschhörner (Rossbodenhorn, 13,146 feet,
Laquinhorn, 13,323 feet, and Weissmies, 13,225 feet).

Two lofty passes cross this range ; one of them , the 
Bistinen Bass*, between the Schienhorn and the M ayenhorn,

* T h e  B istinen  P ass  is also know n in h istory. W hen in th e  year 
1476 C harles the  Bold had  been defeated  a t  G randson and M orat, the 
Lom bards endeavoured to force  th e ir  w ay over both the  G reat St. B ernard  
and  the Sim plon to lend assistance  to the unfortunate  D uke o f B urgundy. 
T he 3000 Lom bards who w ere c rossing  the Sim plon w ere m et by the 
m en of B rieg  n e ar the village o f Sim plon, and 500 o f th e ir  num ber w ere 
slain ; m any o thers  perish ed  in th e ir  flight th rough the  inhosp itab le  m oun
tains. Such as had  m ade th e ir  w ay across the  B istenen  P ass  w ere 
a ttacked  in front by the m en o f Yisp, in the  re a r by the  m en o f B rieg , 
(who w ere in  pu rsu it o f them ), and  w ere annih ila ted . T he  la tte r  b a ttle 
field is now know n as the Todten-B oden, th a t n ear Sim plon as u z u  den 
Gräbern



leads into the N a m e  rihai, and is quite free from danger, 
while the Sirwolten Pass, leading close by the mountain of 
the same name, on to the Gamser Glacier, and thence across 
the Stilimeli Pass into the Saasthal, is much more difficult 
and fatiguing, but also much more interesting. I t  was cross
ed for the first time in  the year 1883 by three Genevese 
botanists, Messrs. V iridet, Boissier, and R euter.

In  the south a  lofty plateau opens, covered with rich 
pastures ; through the midst of them  m eanders the gently- 
flowing Kruim nbach, in whose clear w aters countless alpen- 
rose bushes are mirrored. This idyllic expanse of meadowland 
is dominated by a group of finely-formed m ountains of immense 
height, the Fletschhörner. H uge glaciers, resembling frozen 
cataracts, depend from the mountain and diffuse a sea of light 
and radiance too dazzling to be long borne by the eye unac
customed to such sights. “There they stand like actors in the 
great world-drama, wrapped in white, silver-embroidered mantles.” 
(M enzel’s “Journey across the Sim plon".)

I t  is in a  devout fram e of mind th a t we contemplate all 
these wonders, the works of the G reat Architect. B ut we will 
no t forget those of our fellow-men whose undaunted courage 
and perseverance brought to a successful issue a work a t that 
time unexam pled in its vastness,— the grand route over the 
Simplon. To the memory of these men we dedicate the follow
ing passage extracted  from a work entitled “Souvenirs of the 
works on the Simplon, by R. Ccard, son of N. Céard, inspector- 
general of the works on the Simplon” . I t  gives us an insight 
not so much into the m aterial difficulties with which these brave 
ones had to contend, as into the sad social circumstances of 
those days, which threw  quite as many hindrances in their way.

“ I t  w a s  a  n o v e l s p e c t a c le ,  th a t o f  th is  

r u g g e d  m o u n ta in , e r s t  s o  lo n e ly , bu t n ow  

p e o p le d  b y  f if t e e n  o r  e ig h te e n  h un dred  

w o r k m en , r e -e c h o in g  in c e s s a n t ly  w ith  e x 

p lo d in g  m in e s , w ith  th e  m o v e m e n ts  an d  

th e  c r ie s  o f  th e  la b o u r e r s , w ith  th e  n o is e  

o f  th e  s p a d e s  a n d  p ic k s  e m p lo y e d  in  o p e n 

in g  a  ro a d  th r o u g h  th e  v ir g in  fo r e s ts

o f  th e se  g lo o m y  v a l le y s  ; it  w a s  c u r io u s  

in d e e d  to  s e e  th e s e  y o u n g  e n g in e e r s  
d r e s s e d  in  th e ir  e le g a n t  u n ifo r m s, d i 

r e c t in g  a m o n g  th e s e  s a v a g e  ro c k s  g a n g s  

o f  P ie d m o n te s e  la b o u r e r s , m e n  o f  w ild  

lo o k s ,  su n b u r n t c o u n te n a n c e s , and  ru stic  

d e p o r tm e n t. T h e  z e a l  o f  th e s e  o ff ic er s  

h id  from  th em  o r  le d  th em  to  d e s p is e



th e  d a n g e r  th e y  ran  fro m  so m e  o f  th e se  

I t a l ia n s ,  to  w h om  th e  u se  o f  th e  d e 

te s ta b le  s t i le t t o  w a s  b u t to o  fa m ilia r . 

T h e  tw o  fo l lo w in g  a n e c d o t e s  w il l  g iv e  

a n  id e a  o f  th e  k in d  o f  m e n  w h o  s o u g h t  

o c c u p a tio n  In th e s e  s o litu d e s .

“ A t th e  fo o t  o f  th e  z ig z a g  p a th  w h ic h  

l e a d s  up  to  th e  p la te a u  o f  th e  S im p lo n  

from  th e  V a la is  s id e  th e r e  s to o d  a  l itt le  

c o t ta g e  k n o w n  a s  L e s  T a v e r n e t te s  ; an  

o ld  s o ld ie r , n ic k n a m e d  th e  B e a r , o n  a c 

c o u n t  o f  h is  s a v a g e  d e m e a n o u r , o cc u p ied  

th is  s o l it a r y  h a b ita t io n , in  w h ic h  h e  r e 

ta i le d  w in e  a n d  o th e r  r e fr e sh m e n ts  to  

t r a v e l le r s  c r o s s in g  th e  m o u n ta in  b y  th e  

o ld  ro a d . O n e  d a y  h e  w a s  d r in k in g  

w ith  a  fr ie n d  w h e n  a  m in e r  p r e se n te d  

h im s e lf  an d  d e m a n d e d  fo o d  an d  d rin k . 

A fte r  c o n su m in g  th re e  fr a n c s’ w o r th  o f  

v ic tu a ls  h e  w a s  a b o u t to  ta k e  h is  d e 

p a rtu re  w ith o u t p a y in g  ; th e  B e a r  b a rre d  

th e  w a y  a n d  r e q u e ste d  p a y m en t, b u t r e 

c e iv e d  in  r e p ly  a  k n ife -th ru st w h ich  s t r e t c h 

e d  h im  d ea d  on  th e  s p o t . H is  in d ig n a n t  c o m 

ra d e  se iz e d  a n  a x e  a n d  p u r su e d  th e  a s s a s 

s in . T h e  la t te r  fled  u n til h is  p u r su e r  had  

c a u g h t h im  up  a n d  w a s  a b o u t to  d ea l 
h im  a  b lo w  w ith  th e  a x e  ; su d d e n ly  th e  

o th e r  s to p p e d  s h o r t ,  tu rn ed , a n d  p lu n g ed  

h is  k n ife  in t o  h is  p u r su e r ’s h e a r t , in  

t im e  to  a r r e s t  th e  b lo w  a im e d  a t h is  

o w n  h e a d . T h e  m u rd er er  th e n  r e tu rn ed  

q u ie t ly  to  w o r k , a s  th o u g h  n o th in g  u n 

u su a l h a d  o cc u r re d . H e  so o n  a fterw a rd s  

w e n t a w a y . T h e  in s p e c to r  o n e  d a y  r e 

p r o a c h e d  th e  o th e r  w o r k m en  fo r  n o t  

h a v in g  a r r e s te d  th e  c r im in a l, b u t o n e  o f  

th em  a n s w e r e d  in  th e se  w o r d s  : ‘ 0  s ir , 

i f  a l l  h e r e  w h o  h a v e  k il le d  a  m an w e r e  

to  bo  a r r e s te d , i t  w o u ld  b e  n e c e s s a r y  to  

a r r e s t  th e  w h o le  g a n g .’ U n o ffic ia l  in 

fo r m a tio n  ta k e n  r e g a r d in g  th e  a u th o r  o f  

th is  d o u b le  m u rd er— r e g u la r  j u s t ic e  w a s  

o u t o f  th e  q u e s t io n — sh o w e d  th at p r e 

v io u s  to  h is  la s t  a c t  o f  c r im e  th is  m an  

h ad  a lr e a d y  k il le d  e le v e n  p e r so n s , a m o n g  

w h o m  w a s  th e  c u ré  o f  h is  p a r ish .

“ A n o th e r  P ie d m o n te s e  la b o u r e r  w a s  

w o r k in g  in  th e  v a l le y  o f  G a n th e r , m a k 

in g  th e  ro a d w a y  a b o v e  a  p r e c ip ic e  th r e e  

or fo u r h u n d r e d  fe e t  in  d ep th , w ith  a  

m an  a g a in s t  w h om  h e h ad  a  g r u d g e . 

H e  s e iz e d  th e  m o m en t w h e n  h is  co m ra d e  

w a s  o n  th e  e d g e  o f  th e  ch a sm , a n d  g a v e  

h im  a  p u sh  w h ic h  s e n t  h im  o v e r  th e  

b rin k . T h e  p o o r  w r e tc h  r e a c h e d  th e  

b o tto m  a l iv e ,  h o w e v e r  ; th o u g h  stu n n ed  

fo r  a  m o m en t b y  th e  te r r ib le  fa l l ,  h e  

s o o n  r e v iv e d  a n d  tr ie d  to  c lim b  up  a g a in  ; 

b ut h is  e n e m y  w a s  on  th e  w a tc h  a t  th e  

top  o f  th e  p r e c ip ic e ,  a n d  e n d e a v o u r e d  

to  cr u sh  h im  w ith  fr a g m e n ts  o f  ro c k  

w h ic h  h e  flu n g  o r  r o l le d  d o w n  u p o n  

h im  ; h is  w ic k e d  d e s ig n  w a s  fr u str a te d , 

an d  th e  o b je c t  o f  it  e s c a p e d  th is  n e w  

o u tr a g e .

“ T h e  re a d e r  m a y  p e r h a p s  w o n d e r  th a t  

th e  c o u n try  i t s e l f  c o u ld  n o t fu rn ish  th e  

la b o u r e r s  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  th is  g r e a t  e n te r 

p r is e  ; b u t th e  w o r k m en  o f  V a la is  w e r e  

n e ith e r  n u m ero u s e n o u g h  n o r  s o  s k ilfu l  

a s  th e  P ie d m o n te s e  in  ta s k s  o f  th is  

k in d  ; b e s id e s  it  m u s t b e  re m em b e re d  

th a t th e  ca n to n  o f  V a la is  w a s  n o t  so  

m u ch  in t e r e s te d  in  th e  o p e n in g  o f  th e  

S im p lo n  R o n d  a s  i t  n o w  is  in  i t s  p re 

s e r v a t io n . O n th e  c o n tr a ry , it s a w  in  

th is  u n d e r ta k in g  o n ly  a  m e a n s  o f  k e e p in g  

i t  in  su b je c t io n . T h o u g h  u n a b le  to  r e s is t  

th e  p o w e r  w h ic h  c a m e to  le v e l  th e ir  

m o u n ta in s , th e  p e o p le  o f  V a la is  a t  le a s t  

r e fu se d  to  a s s i s t  in  c a r r y in g  o u t a  w ork  

w h ic h  th e y  h a d  r e a s o n  to  lo o k  u p o n  

w ith  d is fa v o u r . T h e ir  c o n d u c t u n d er  
th e s e  c ir c u m sta n c e s  is  a ll th e  m o r e  r e 

m a r k a b le , s in c e  a t  th e  en d  o f  e a c h  s e a 

s o n  th e  P ie d m o n te s e  w o r k m en  c a r r ie d  

in to  th e ir  v a l le y s  c o n s id e r a b le  su m s  

w h ic h  th e  im p o v e r ish e d  in h a b ita n ts  o f  

V a la is  m ig h t h a v e  r e ta in e d  in  th e ir  

co u n try  h ad  th e y  n o t p r e fe r r e d  fr eed o m  

to  m o n e y  ; b u t t im e  is  a  g r e a t  te a c h e r ,  

and  th e  e v e n ts  i t  b r in g s  o fte n  m o d ify  

th e  o p in io n s  a n d  th e  fir s t im p r e s s io n s  

o f  m e n . T h is  ro a d , th e  c o n s tr u c t io n  o f  

w h ic h  a ffe c te d  th e  c a n to n  s o  p a in fu lly ,  

i s  n o w  th e  o b je c t  o f  i t s  m o s t l i v e ly  s o 

l ic itu d e , an d  it i s  d if f ic u lt  to  r e p r e ss  a



f e e l in g  o f  a d m ira tio n  w h e n  o n e  s e e s  th e  n o  in c o n s id e r a b le  p e c u n ia r y  sa c r if ic e s  

e n lig h te n e d  a n d  w e ll-d ir e c te d  c a r e  w h ic h  fo r  th e  s tr a ig h te n e d  f in a n c e s  o f  a  p r o -  

V a la is  b e s to w s  u p o n  th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  v in c e  in d iffe r e n tly  fa v o u r e d  b y  fo r tu n e .” 

th is  w o r k , n e c e s s i t a t in g  th o u g h  i t  d o e s

N apoleon’s plan embraced the erection upon the summit 
o f  the pass of a g rea t Hospice, which might in case of ne
cessity serve as barracks. According to the plan worked out 
by E ngineer Lescot this building would have cost about 
£  32,000 ; it was begun, but the overthrow of Napoleon put 
a stop to it, and it was not until 1825 th a t the works were 
resumed by the A ugustine monks of the G reat St. Bernard, 
who had purchased the portion already built from the gov
ernm ent of Valais, and devoted a considerable sum of money 
to its completion. A t present four o f the brethren from the 
St. B ernard  reside constantly in this desolate spot as dele
gates o f the convent, and devote themselves, like their fellows, 
to the relief of travellers in distress. E very year ten or twelve 
thousand strangers are supplied w ith food and lodging free of 
charge. I f  it is not dinner-tim e, bread and cheese and wine 
are set before the w ayfarer.

Such of the travellers as can atford it, pu t the value of 
w hat they have eaten in the contribution box.

T he numerous bed-rooms afford accommodation for about 
300 persons. The beautiful church, and the rooms in the 
second story w ith portrait of Napoleon and his court, are 
well worth seeing. N um erous dogs of the St. B ernard breed, 
really magnificent anim als, a re  k ep t, and are sent out daily 
in w inter during stormy w eather in search of travellers needing 
assistance.

I t  is w ith reg re t th a t we leave this hospitable house 
and our amiable hosts, to tu rn  our steps down towards the 
sunny fields of Italy.

A walk of half an hour brings us to a passage blasted 
in the rocks, on leaving which we see before us a  kind of 
tower, the Old Hospice, mentioned above as having been built 
by the Stockalpcr family.



W e hasten down the pass, across slopes thickly studded 
with a lpenroses, till we reach the Engeloch, a  na tu ra l defile 
which scarcely affords passage for the broad road. Ju s t be
yond it stands Refuge No. 7 ,  for in w inter the place is much 
exposed to drifting snow; the course of the road is therefore 
indicated by poles. T he road now leads past the chalets of 
Bernetsch and H ayenhaus, and past isolated pines and larches, 
until in an hour we reach the bridge over the Krummbach. 
H ere we leave the high-road for a  short time, to climb the 
wall of moraine above the ham let “A n  der Eggen.” From 
here we overlook an extrem ely interesting glacier-landscape. 
Im posing are the dark purple ice-masses of the Bossboden 
Glacier, towering more than  3000 feet above u s , bu t still 
more deserving of notice are the numerous moraines, which 
bear witness to an epoch when th is glacier was much more 
extensive than a t present.

The moraine upon which we are standing is divided into 
three a rm s , after having broken up against the base of the 
opposite mountain and forced the glacier on one side. T heir 
front has been carried away by torrents or other causes, and 
they themselves are covered by a luxuriant grow th of Alpine 
plants and by a few larch trees ; from the present position 
and height of the moraine we can calculate th a t a t the spot 
where the m odern road crosses the Sengbach (W alibach) the 
glacier m ust formerly have been a t least 200 feet in depth. 
I t  is a good hour’s walk from here to the foot of the glacier 
— a striking proof tha t the glaciers have receded to a very 
considerable extent during past centuries.

In the year 1597 a great land-slip took place on the 
opposite side of the valley, destroying the chalets of Guggenen 
and devastating the entire valley. Enorm ous masses of debris 
and fragm ents of stone are strewn over the country for a con
siderable distance.

The road winds through this chaos by the side of the 
Krummbach, w hich is constantly gaining in volume, describes



a sharp cu rve , and we find ourselves at the entrance to the 
trim village o f  Sim plon. The parish has a  population of about 
400 ; the people are  wide-awake, and drive a  considerable 
trade in cattle and cheese , while some are  employed in the 
transport of passengers and goods. Here everyone speaks 
three languages, German, Italian, and French. The two well- 
conducted inns afford comfortable lodging, and in short Simplon 
( German Simpeln, Ita lian  Sempione) quite deserves its repu
tation as a sum m er resort. Besides being a  capital starting- 
point for various tours among the H igh Alps, it is much re 
sorted to by sufferers from nervousness, who find the pure

and bracing Alpine 
a ir a t this high alti
tude (4855 feet) very 
beneficial.

The following 
excursions can be 
made from here :

1. Monte Leone 
(11,696 feet). W e 
follow the liigli-road 
to a little below 

Algabij, and then ascend by a good footpath to the chalets 
of A lp ien , situated in a lovely green Alpine glen sur
rounded by fo re s ts , and w ith a magnificent cascade in the 
background. The night is generally passed in the upper
most c h â le t, so as to reach the summit before midday. 
The ascent leads up steep grassy slopes, then over the pre
cipitous A lpien Glacier up to the highest r id g e , which is 
followed until the summit is reached. T he descent can be 
made on the opposite side, across the K altwasser Glacier to 
the Hospice.

2. From  the Alpien in ra ther more than 3 hours to the 
Col des Banquettes, where magnificent garnets, stanrolitlis, and 
other rare minerals occur in the glittering m ica-slate. On the 
way a  charm ing glimpse into the lateral valleys of the Do-

Sim plon H ospice.



veria ; opposite the wild Zwischbergen-Thal opens, and is vi
sible in its full extent.

Between the Simplon and the Saasthal there rises a high 
glacier-covered chain of m ountains, culm inating in the three 
snow-capped peaks of the Bossbodenhorn and Laquinhorn  (also 
known as the Fletschhörner') and the IVeissmies, following each 
other from north to south. V ast glaciers, broken by immense 
rifts, a re  seen hanging everywhere from the steep and naked 
rocky walls ; in the east the Thäli, Laquin , Hochsaas, B odm er, 
and Bossboden G laciers; in the north the Bauten Glacier,

I "illagc o f  Sim plon.

whose ice-blocks are precipitated into the melancholy S ir -  
icolten-Lake ; in the west the Gainser, M attw ald, Fletschhorn, 
Jdggi, and T r i ft  Glaciers, and in the south the Bothtlial and 
Gemeinealp Glaciers.

This stately  group, with its various peaks and the de
pressions between them ,— extrem ely difficult “ hunters’ p asses” 
— has been thoroughly explored of late years by members 
of the different Alpine clubs; these ascents are among the 
most difficult in the Alps, and are only to be undertaken 
under the leadership of guides perfectly familiar w ith the 
locality.

W e may enum erate the following tours:



3. The Rossbodenhorn (North Fletsclihorn, 12,851 feet) ; 
ascent either up the Rossboden Glacier, an extrem ely difficult 
climb, or from the Saasthal and across the F letschhorn Glacier.

4. The Laquinhorn  (South Fletschhorn, 13,205 feet), is 
more easily ascended from the Saas side.

5. The Weissmies (13,225 fee t), famous for the superb 
prospect it  commands, is, although the highest of the three 
sum m its, more easily climbed than either of its b rethren  ; 
ascent from the Z wischbergen Pass or from Saas across 
Triftalpe, T riftgrätli, and the Trifthorn.

6 . T he R ossboden-Joch (11,483 fe e t) ;  on the north 
side of the glacier of the same name to the summit of the 
pass, and then over the M attwald Glacier into the Saasthal 
(9 hours) ; an interesting tour. More difficult than this pass are :

7. The Laquin-Joch , between Rossbodenhom and Laquin
horn.

8 . The Thäli-Joch , between Thälihorn and Tossenhorn.
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9. The Weissmies-Joch , between W eissmies and Thälihorn. 
E asier and more enjoyable than these is :

10. The Zwischbergen Pass (10,794 feet). From the 
village of Simplon two ways lead to i t :  either from Algaby 
across the F u rken , or from Gondo, lower down on the h igh
road, righ t through the Zw ischbergen-Thai, also known as 
the Val Varia. A t the entrance to the valley are the old 
and famous gold mines, near H o f  and Belleggen (1 hour above 
Gondo) ; from here we reach in 3 hours the Gemeinealp, 
and in another 3 hours the summit of the pass across the 
easily ascended Gemeinealp Glacier. The view from the sum 
m it of the pass is very grand, especially of the lakes of 
Upper Italy , Monte Rosa, and the Saasgrat. Descent through 
the W eissthal, and past the Almagelalp  and the beautiful 
Lehtnbach F all to Alm agel. From the Gemeinealp the moun
taineer may also make his way to the A lp  Pontimia and 
across the ridge into the Val B ognanca, or else to th e  A lp  
Testa and reach Domo d ’Ossola either over the A lp  Campo 
and through the Val Bognanca or through the Val Antrona.

The road now quickly brings us to the valley ; in an 
hour the long and steep windings lead us down to Algaby  
(Gsteig), a pleasantly-situated ham let a t the confluence of the 
K rum mbach  and Laqu inbach , which two stream s now take 
the nam e of the Doveria. Towards the south the snowy val
ley of Laquin  opens ; a t the back of it are the Weissmies and 
the Laquinhorn, and a t its entrance the wooded Ftirkenhorn  
stands se n try , with a pass a t its base leading into the 
Zwischbergenthal. H ere a t the commencement of the Ravine 
of Gondo, the  w ildest of all the Alpine defiles, Napoleon de
signed to erect a powerful fortress to defend the French 
“ D epartm ent du Sim plon” against incursions from the side of 
Italy. Only some minor works were constructed, however, 
some distance further down the valley, near Gondo. They 
are still standing, and during the Franco-A ustrian W ar they 
were occupied by Switzerland to maintain its neutrality.
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View  in  the  
Gondo R avine.

A  little below Algaby the
cliffs approach so close to'

gether th a t there is no longer room for the road by the side of 
the Doveria ; it  therefore leads through a  gallery more than 200 
feet in length, the lower end of which was fortified in 1814 
and provided with loopholes. The crevices near by are adorn
ed by the magnificent S a x ifra g a  Cotyledon, whose numerous 
blossoms hang down gracefully from the grey rock and are 
sw ung to and fro by the lightest breath  of wind.

E ver steeper rise the granite walls, attain ing  a dizzy 
height ; ever louder roars the tum ultuous m ountain-torrent in 
the depths of its rocky channel, as it  forces its way with 
resistless vehemence through th e  boulders th a t im pede its 
course. Terrific indeed is this ravine, and impressive in its 
savage grandeur : a  symbol of the ceaseless struggles, never- 
resting energies, and tum ultuous passions of the hum an heart !

W e leave on our left, where the footpath leads up to 
Alpien, the ruins of a  large building, designed to serve as



—  I l l  —

barracks, bu t never occupied ; avalanches of stones have de
stroyed it as often as it has been repaired. Soon afterwards, 
about half an hour’s walk below Algaby, the road crosses to 
the right bank of the Doveria— over the Ponte A lto * — but 
returns to the left side of the gorge a  little further down, 
across the Pont de la Caserne, near the N inth Refuge.

In  five minutes we reach a  second rocky gatew ay, which 
exceeds in height, in length, and in gloominess tha t near 
Algaby ; this is the celebrated Gallery o f  Gondo. A  tunnel 
19 feet in breadth and 15 feet in height has been excavated 
for a distance of 683 feet through the stubbornest of rocks. 
D uring eight months a  thousand men were employed on it 
night and day. Two lateral openings sixty feet in height, a t 
about equal distances from either end, partially illuminate the 
dark  gallery, and afford the traveller a view of the foaming 
waves of the river. Above the first opening an inscription is 
cut in the rock,— nothing bu t the words : A cre Italo  MDCCCV. 
N A P. IMP.

“ A  n a m e  th e r e  is  u p o n  th is  ro c k  e n g r a v e d ,

A  h e r o ’s  n a m e , fo r  w h o m  m y  te a r s  d o  f lo w  ;

U n to  a  r o c k  th e y  h im  h a v e  b a n ish e d ,

W h e r e  o n ly  d e a th  r e l ie v e s  h is  b it te r  w o e .

H is  n a m e h is  fo e s  w o u ld  w il l in g ly  e f fa c e ,

W h e r e v e r  th e y  o f  i t  co u ld  find  a  tr a c e .

B u t h e r e  a lo n e  it  s h a ll  n o t b e  d e s tr o y e d ,

H er e  ca n  th e ir  w i ld e s t  t h r e a t ’n in g s  b e  d e fie d ,

F o r  th is  d e e p  sh a ft  w ill  s t i l l  th e  p o w e r  p ro c la im ,

T o  fu tu re  g e n e r a t io n s  te a c h  th e  n a m e  

O f h im , w h o  o ’e r  th e  o c e a n  c a p t iv e  le d ,

G re a ter  b e c a m e  w ith  e v e r y  d a y  th a t s p e d .”

An imposing sight crowns the magnificent spectacle here 
presented to the ey e ; with fearful uproar the magnificent 
waterfall of the Fressinone flings itself in foam and spray 
over a  lofty wall of rock ; a boldly-constructed bridge spans

* Ow ing to  lack  o f room , the  scaffolding for th is  bold ly-placed 
bridge could not bo p rep ared  on the  spot ; th is had  to be done h ig h e r 
up, and the single p ieces w ere transpo rted  h ith e r a t  g re a t risk, and  pieced 
toge the r again over th e  gap ing  chasm .



IB
i isk  r&fijf-

1. G o iid o . 2. R a v in e  o f  U o n d o . 3 . In ter io r  o f  th e  t io u d o  G a lle ry .



637 F le t sc h h o r n . V a la is  II.





it. For some distance the road is b o w  excavated in the l i v 

ing rock, and our wonder is excited by the boldness of its 
conception, the regularity  of the lines, the massive stone 
walls, with their pillars and buttresses —a  perfect and com
plete work of a rt in the m idst of this stony wilderness!

In tw enty m inutes more we reach Gondo (B uden), the 
last Swiss village. A few cottages are clustered round the 
little church, and all are overtopped by the huge Stockalper 
Tower, a  proud and stately building tha t seems to invite com
parison w ith its surroundings. Qondo lies opposite the Zwiscli- 
bergen-Thal; the torrent of the same name descends through 
a narrow ravine.

One hour’s walk below Qondo lies Isella , the Italian 
customs station. Midway between these two places, 011 an 
open elevated spot, stands a little pillar, the boundary stone 
between Sw itzerland and Italy.

W e have thus reached the end of our journey, the fron
tier of Helvetia. W ith anxious longing our eyes follow the 
diligence as it rolls along the dusty road to a  land

“ W here  the  c itron  and  olive are fa irest of fruit,
And the  voice of the n igh tinga le  never is m ute;
W h ere  the  tin ts  of the  earth , and the hues of the sky,
In  colour though varied, in beauty m ay v ie .”

O ur duty calls us back to the valley of Visp, to its wild 
and icy bu t wonderfully beautiful mountains, to the land of 
Alpine clim bing: th ither we invite the reader to follow us.



Ili. Geological, Mineralogical, and Botanical Notes 
in the Simplon District.

deep depression of the Simplon Pass not only forms 
geographical boundary, but also the geological limit 

of the range of the Pennine Alps ; even to the ancient geo
graphers the mountain - chain extending from here to the 
St. G othard was known as the Lepontine Alps.

To the east of the Simplon the grand and beautifully- 
grouped range of the Pennine Alps, with their numerous g la
ciers, and the wonderful netw ork of m ountains with their 
many central nuclei and divergent valleys, have for the most 
part disappeared ; the unusual character of the rocks (talc- 
gneiss and galtros) ceases, and the conditions become more 
normal. Only one eminence, the lofty Monte Leone, rises on 
the east side of the Simplon ravines to an equal height with 
the F letschhörner,— from here the ridge rapidly sinks to the 
K altw asser Glacier. An elongated chain, running parallel 
w ith the upper valley of the Rhone, with fewer glaciers, ex
tends eastward in the Bortelhorn, Helsenhorn, and Pizzo del 
Cervadone, a t  an alm ost uniform height, and only a t two 
points does it pass into a  short transverse ridge, namely from 
the Ofenliorn to the S trahlgrat, and, a  little further on, from 
the Gries across the Nufenenstock to the Pizzo Gallina. The 
orographic structure of the Lepontine Alps is predominantly 
one of parallel chains with a central main chain, the B ernese 
Alps ; while the rich and manifold structure of the Pennine



Alps presents one of the grandest examples of a network of 
m ountains radiating from a central group.

In broad outlines the geological structure of the Simplon 
is as follows:

The core of Monte Leone and the Furggenbaum  group 
consists o f gneiss, which is either slaty or granitic, or else 
occurs as cyc-gneiss (with large grains of feldspar). I t  is 
traversed and enclosed by various crystalline rocks ; sometimes 
they arc calcigerous, or develop themselves as well-marked 
garnet, chlorite, sericite, and hornblende schists. In  these arc 
imbedded, especially on the south side of the mountains, 
several beds of magnificent cypoline, a valuable sugar-like 
m arble, and in their lino of contact with the Antigorio gneiss 
occur the gold mines of Gondo, a t the entrance to the Zwisch- 
borgon-Thal.

T he southern base of the Simplon consists principally 
o f a vault of Antigorio gneiss (lower plutonite); the savage 
gorge of the Gondo has been cut through this rock.

Its  northern slope, on the other hand, lies in the zone 
of the la ter metamorphic slates, consisting chiefly of grey 
shining slates, which extend from the St. Gothard through 
V alais to Courm ayeur in the upper valley of A osta; on the 
northern boundary of this formation, as well as here a t the 
entrance to the Saltina ravine and Im  Grund several deposits 
of quarzite and gypsum occur. The conformation of this 
shining slate is fan-shaped ; between the Bleicli-Kapelle and 
Scliallberg we can, w ithout leaving the road, observe the fan 
in its entire extent. Not far from here, in the vicinity of 
Bcrisal, there are on its boundary-line iron mines of ancient 
renown. In  the same place beautiful titanite crystals are 
found.

T he basin of the Simplon Pass lies in the zone of the 
old metamorphic m ica-slates, which towards the south rise to 
a height of 13,000 feet in the vast masses of the F letsch
hörner. Towards the west the Sirwolten and Bistinen Passes



run through the same rock ; both are overlooked in the north 
by the sum mits of the Mayenhorn and Schienhorn, 8000 to 
8500 feet in height, consisting of shining slate (Glimmer
schiefer), as is indicated even from a distance by their reddish 
hue and their barrenness. This southern zone of Glimmer
schiefer, which cuts across the valleys of Visp and N anz at 
Zeneggcn and ends in the Mayenhorn, comes again to light 
in the neighbourhood of the Hospice, and rises once more 
to the north of the K altw asser G lacier in the ruddy summit 
of the M äderhorn. Its  passage through the Simplon Pass is 
rem arkable from the fact th a t lower down, quite near the 
Hospice, this zone is accompanied by serpentine and superb 
amphibolite in talc, a t the eastern  base of the Schönhorn by 
potatone, and at its northern base by dolomite, which is burned 
in the lime-kilns of the Hospice. On the summit of the 
M äderhorn this rock disappears, but is found again behind 
the B ortelhorn and Hiillhorn, which mountains both consist 
of hornblende; it then runs behind these to the summit of 
the Gibclhorn and thence through the S teinenthal and across 
Im  Grund up to the Schienhorn. Here the zone is again 
bordered by a  small deposit of serpentine, and finally it unites 
again with the main zone in Zeneggen.

To the east of the Simplon plateau rise the crystalline 
mica-slate and micaceous gneiss rocks of the Scbönhorn and 
Monte Leone.

To the geological conditions of the Simplon we m ust a t
tribute its wealth in minerals and in part also its very cha
racteristic flora.

Besides the minerals previously mentioned we may name 
the following: In the gneiss of the Schönhorn, quartz crystals 
and muscovite ; in the Antigorio mica-slate near Gondo, black 
garnets and magnificent cyanite ; in the Zwischbergen-Thal 
(on the Gemeinealp) byssolite, magnetic iron pyrites, chlor
ite, &c., in the beds of potstone; lastly on the Col de Bal- 
rnette, above Transquera, in the silvery, finely foliated mica- 
slate, large numbers of reddish-brown garnet crystals are
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found, up to more than an inch in diam eter, also stanrolite 
and small muscovite crystals of the same shining reddish- 
brown colour.

T he vegetation of the Simplon is dependent upon its geo
logical structure, its elevation above the sea, and especially 
upon its peculiar climatological conditions. I t  has been well 
described by D r. C hrist in his “ Pflanzenleben der Schw eiz”,; 
he draw s a  parallel between the flora o f the dry part of 
V alais and of Insubrian  Ticino, which two districts are  linked 
together by the depression o f the Simplon, and w rites as 
follows :

“  Y onder, in V alais, the leaf-o rgans a re  e ith e r dim inished to the
sm allest size, o r they  b e a r  the  token of a dry  and  w indy clim ate,— are
covered  w ith  th ick  g rey  dow n o r silvery  ha irs  ; he re  in T icino the foliage
is everyw here  lush and  full of sap.

“ In  no two d is tric ts  in the sam e la titude  can  the c o n trast be m ore 
decided . I t  is  principally  a ttribu tab le  to the  fac t th a t one d is tric t has 
double the ra infall o f the  o ther. T he  P enn ine  d is tric t o f the  W este rn  
Alps is d ivided from th e  In su b rian  d is tric t o f the E as te rn  A lps, clim ati
cally , and therefore  as  re g a rd s  vegetation  very  decidedly, by th e  V al 
Antigorio. V alais and  the Val A osta beyond the  Sim plon, w ith  the  en tire  
A lpine segm en t of S outh  P iedm ont and  the D auphiny  as fa r as the  
M aritim e A lps, form one province, T icino, V altellina, an d  th e  A lps of 
L akes Como and G arda  an o th e r : a  type of the form er is the  clim ate o f 
U p p er P rovence, w hich ex tends up to B rieg  and  beyond, though in a  som e
w hat m ilder form. A type of the  second is the  m aritim e clim ate o f the 
sou thern  escarpm ent o f the  A lps, w hich receives the ra in  o f the  M edi
te rran ean  and  A dria tic  Seas.

“ B ut a t  bottom  it is not the valley o f A ntigorio  w hich forms the  c li
m atic boundary  line. I t  is ra th e r  the  rid g e  of the  A lps, for the  valleys 
descending from it  tow ards the  sou th  show th e  In sub rian  stam p. N o  more  
a b ru p t tra n sitio n  is  conceivable than  th a t f r o m  U pper Vala is across the  
S im p lon  in to  the Val Vedrò. T he  valley basin  of B rieg  is in fact a  focus 
for a ll the d ry  V alais types. T h e  A rtem isias, the g rasses, C entaurea  
vallesiaca, A s tra g a lu s  O nobnjchis and  exca p u s , A chillea  tom entosa  and  
setacea, H ierac ium  p ic tu m  an d  la n a tu m , and  A sp e ru la  m ontana  a re  h e re  
m et w ith once m ore all toge the r and  ascend  in to  the  G an ther R av ine, to 
a  heigh t of 4500 feet.

“ Scarcely have we left behind  u s the Alpine p la teau  o f the  Pass, 
than  we find in the  luxu rian t m eadow s and  rocky gorges o f th e  upper 
sub-alp ine Val D overia P olyg o n u m  a lp in u m , S a x i fr a g a  Cotyledon, S ile n e
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s a x i f r a g a , and in  the  ckestnu t-g roves n e a r  Ise lle  Ceni aurea  tra n sa lp in a ,  
Cyclam en europæ um , an d  a lso  Phytolacca  and  Celtis, in sh o rt an  entire  
flora o f w hich no trace  is found in V alais. E ven  in the  sub-alp ine Val 
V edrò n e ar A lgaby the  ta ll P leurosperm um  is so p lentifu l th a t the bo tan ist 
th inks he sees before him  la rg e  g roups o f Spircea  A r u n c u s ; on the rocks 
han g  beds of a  g ian t form o f L ibano tis  m ontana  (v . e x a lia ta , G aud.) 
and  a t th e  en trance to the  Z w isc libergen-T hal and  n ear Ise lle  grow s the 
beau tifu l M olosperm um  w ith  deep b lu ish -g reen  leaves infinitely divided 
and  w ith  an  um bel a  foot in d iam eter; L a se rp itiu m  S ile r  and  Peucedanum  
O reoselinum  a re  also found h ere , and  im part to these  g o rg es  the  ch arac te r 
o f a  d is tric t colonised by U m belliferœ  of the  la rg e st species and  m ost 
luxu rian t g row th .

“  I t  is  thus no t the valley w hich sep a ra tes  the  floras : h e re  it is the 
sou thern  slope, w hich receives the w inds and  ra in s  o f the  M editerranean, 
and yonder the  Valais slope, w hich stands under the  influence of the  dry  
valley. In  sp ite  o f the proxim ity  o f the  two d is tric ts  it is  very  seldom  
th a t  rep resen ta tives  o f the  In sub rian  vegeta tion  o f the V al V edrò  find 
th e ir  w ay to V alais. Only S a x i fr a g a  Cotyledon  (and  Centaurea a x illa r is )  
a re  said  to occur above N aters  in  the  m oist rav ines of th e  A le tsch .”

T o the above we will add a lis t 
spots w here  they a re  to be found :

A n e m o n e  v e m a l i s , s u lp h u r e a ,  a n d  b a l-  I 
densi.s  ;  p la te a u .

A q u i le g ia  a l j n n a , r o c k y  c le f ts  in  th e  
v ic in it y  o f  th e  v i l la g e  o f  S im p lo n .

N a s tu r t iu m  p  y  r e n a i  cu m ,  E n g e lo c h .
E r y s im u m  h e lc e tic u m  a n d  p u m i / u m ;  th e  

la t te r  in  m o r a in e s  n e a r  S c h a llb e r g .
A ly s s u m  m o n ta n u m , G a n th e rth a l.
V io la  p i n n a t a ,  Z w is c h b e r g e n -  P a s s ,  

A lp ie n r u n g .
S ile n e  v a l le s ia , G o n d o  R a v in e , w a y  to  

A lp ie n .
L y c h n i s  F lo s - J o v is ,  v i l la g e  o f  S im p lo n , 

Z w is c h b e r g e n , etc.
G e r a n iu m  a c o n i t i f o l iu m , R o s s w a ld ,

Z w isc h b e r g e n .
G e r a n iu m  d iv a r i c a tu m ,  Im  G rund .
G e n is ta  S c o p a r ia , G o n d o  R a v in e .
C y t i s u s  n ig r ic a n s ,  d o .
A n th y l l i s  r u h r i f lo r a ,  d o .
T r i  f o l i u m  s a x a t i l e ,  A lg a b y  G a lle r y .

„ g la r e o s u m ,  K a lt w a s s e r , S ir -  
w o lte n .

E lia c a  a lp in a ,  K a ltw a s s e r , A c.
„ a u s t r a l i s , S c h ie n h o r n , M iider- 
h o rn , & c.

O x y t r o p i s  H a l le r i ,  S c b a llb e r g , & c.
„ la p p o n ic a , K a ltw a s s e r  A c.
„ c y a n e a , S c h ö n h o r n , Z w isc h 

b e r g e n , & c.
A s t r a g a l u s  a r i s ta t u s ,  G o n d o  R a v in e , A c.

of o th e r  ra rities , toge the r w ith  the

P o te n t i l la  r e c ta ,  C r ev o la .
„ n iv e a , S ch ie n h o rn .
„ f r i g i d a ,  la s t  g r a s s y  s lo p e .

P o s a  c in n a m o m e a , S c h a llb e t .
* l o n g ic r u r i s ,  b e lo w  th e  v i l la g e  o f  
S im p lo n .

P o s a  s e m p r o n ia tM , b e lo w  th e  v i l la g e  o f  
S im p lo n .

N .B . T h e  fo o tp a th  from  th e  v i l la g e  o f  
S im p lo n  to  A lg a b y  is  a  p e r f e c t  g a r d e n  
o f  th e  r a r e s t  v a r ie t ie s  o f  R o sa .

A lc h e m il lg  v u l g a r i s  v a r . s u b s e r ic e a , H o h -  
l ic h t , & c.

A lc h e m il la  p u b e s c e n s ,  K ru m m b a ch , &c.
„ a lp in a  v a r . s u b s e r ic e a , H o s 

p ic e ,  A c .

H e m i a r ia  a lp in a , K a ltw a sse r , A c.
P h o d io la  r o s e a , „
S e m p e r v iv u m  g lo b i f c r u m ,  Z w isc h b e r g e n .
C a c tu s  O p u n tia , C r e v o la .
A lp in e  S a x i f r a g e s ,  in  m a n y  p la c e s .
A s tr a n t ia  m in o r , r o c k s ,  p le n t ifu l .
B u p le u r u m  s te l la tu m ,  d o .

„ r a n u n c u lo id e s , d o.

G a liu m  o c h ro le u c u m , Im  G ru nd .
V a le r ia n a  s a l iu n c a , K le c n h o r n , A c.
E r ig e r o n  r u p e s t r e ,  G o n d o  R a v in e .
G n a p lia l iu m  L e o n to p o d iu m  ( e d e lw e is s ) ,  

S c h ö n h o r n , A c .
A r te m is ia  g la c ia l  i s ,  K a ltw a sse r .



A rtem isia  M ulellina  a n d  spicata, n e a r  
g la c ie r s .

A rtem isia  nana, A lg a b y .
Achillea hybrid  a, K a ltw a sse r .

r tanaceti/o lia , Z w is c h b e r g e n , 
A lp ie n r u n g .

Senecio incanus, a lp s .
„ uniflorus , S c h ö n h o r n , S ir w o ltc n , <fcc* 

Saussurea alpina, K a ltw a s s e r .  
Rhaponticum  scariosum , S c h a llb e t .  
Centaurea nigricans, Z w is c h b e r g e n .

„ am bigua, M ä d er h o r n , «te.

T h e  H a w k w e e d  fa m ily  is  v e r y  n u m e r 
o u s ly  r e p r e s e n te d  ; m o r e  th a n  40  s p e c ie s  
a r e  e n u m er a ted  !
P hyteum a pauciflorum , h ig h e s t  a lp s .

„ hetnisphcericum , r o c k y  c le f ts  
(H o s p ic e ,  & c.)

Phyteum a Sclieuchzeri, r o c k y  c le f ts ,  
( v i l la g e  o f  S im p lo n , & c.)

Campanula excisa , I l o s p ic e ,  S ch ö n -  
h o r n , & c.

G entiana purpurea ,  H o s p ic e ,  <tc.
„ tenella , S ir w o lte n , «fcc. 

E chinosperm um  deflexum , R o th w a ld , «fcc. 
E ritrich iu m  nanum , S ir w o lte n , S c h ö n -  

h o rn , «fcc.

Androsace Helvetica, L a q u in , Z w isc h -  
b e r g e n , «fee.

Androsace im bricata, L a q u in .
„ g lac ia lis ,  u p  to  m o r e  th an  

10,000 fe e t .
Androsace carnea, H o s p ic e ,  «fcc.

A retia  v ita lia n a , K a l t w a s s e r , S c h ie n -  
h o r n , «fcc.

Prim ula  long!flora, v i l la g e  o f  S im p lo n , 
Z w is c h b e r g e n , A lp ie n r u n g , L a q u in , «fcc.

Planta go bidentata, A lg a b y , «fcc.
V a r io u s  ra r e  A lp in e  Salices.
O rchis sambucina, v i l la g e  o f  S im p lo n , «fcc.
E i  g r it ella suaveolens, M ä d er h o r n , «fcc.
L iliu m  croceum, G o n d o , «fcc.

Colchicum alpinum , v i l la g e  o f  S im p lo n , 
Z w is c h b e r g e n , «fcc.

Tofieldia borealis, K a ltw a sse r .

R a re Carices, e . g .  C. rupestris, curvala, 
m icrostyla, L aggeri, bicolor, «fcc., «fcc.

S tipa  pennata, G a n th e r , «fcc.
K œleria vallesiaca, G a n th e r , &c.
D acty lìs  hispanica, A lg a b y , «fcc.
Selaginella helvetica, p le n t ifu l .
ìVoodsia hyperborea, G o n d o  R a v in e .
A ndian thum  Capillus-Veneris, C r ev o la .

I u  t h e  u B u lle tin s  de la M urith ien n e , Société d ’h is to ire  na turelle  du  
V a l a i s f o r  t h e  y e a r  1 8 7 5 ,  a  d e t a i l e d  b o t a n ic a l  g u i d e  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  b y  

t h e  B e r n a r d i n e  m o n k  E . F avre,h a s  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d .
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I l l u s t r a t e d  E u r o p e .
Europäische WauievliMer. |  L’Enrope illustrile.

This Collection ia sold at every bookshop throughout the Continent.
General Depots will bo found in the following towns:—

Germany. Alx-Ia-Chapelle, Altona, A nsbach, A m sbergh, A rnstadt, A schaffenhurgh, A schers
leben. A ugsburgh, Bam berg li, Barm en, Bayreuth, Berlin, B lberach, Bielefeld, Bonn, 
B randenburgh, Bremen, B reslaw, Brom bergn, B ruchsal, B runsw lc, Bunzlaw , Cannstatt, 
C arlsruhe , C assel, C harlo ttenburgh , Chem nitz, Coblence, Cologne, C onstance, Crefold, 
D antzic, D arm stadt. Dortmond, D resden, D ulsburgh, Düren, D usseldorp, Eisenach, Eisleben, 
Elberfeld, Ems, Erford, Erlangen, Essen , F rankfort o . M „ F rankfort o. O ., Frlbergh, Frl- 
burgh  i. B r., Friedrichshafen , Fulda, Furth, Gera, G lessen, Glogaw, Görlitz. Gotha, Gottingen, 
G rlpswald, H ailbron, H alberstadt, Hall, Halle, H am burgh, Hannover, H eldelbergh, Ingolstadt, 
Iserlohn, K aiserslautern , Kempten, Kiel, Koburgh, Kolbergh, K önlgsbergh, Köthen, K reuz
nach, Kulmbach, Landaw, Landshut, Lelpsic, Liegnltz, Llndaw, Lübeck, Ludw igslust, 
M agdeburgh, Malntz, Mannheim, M arburgh, M arienburgh, M eerane, Meiningen, M ersburgh. 
Metz, Minden, M ulhausen (A lsa c e ) , Munich, M unster, Naum burgh, N elsse, N ew stadt o n  th e  
H a a rd t, Newwled, N ordhausen, N ordlingen, N uremberg!!, Offenbach, O ldenburgh, O snabrugh, 
P assaw , Pforzheim , Posna, Potsdam , Pyrmont. Ratibor, Ratlsbone, Reutlingen, Rostock, 
Saalfeld, S aarb rücken , Salzungen, Salzw edel, S lesw lc, Schm alkalden, Schw erin, S igm ar- 
Ingen, S ondershausen , S pire, S tassfu rt, Stettin , S tra lsund , S tra sb u rg h , S tu ttga rt, Thorn, 
T riers , Tubingen, Ulm, W eimar, W ernigerode, W esel, W etzlar, W iesbaden, W ism ar, Wittem- 
bergh , W olfembuttel, W unsiedel, W urzburgh, Zw lckaw.

Austria-H ungary. Agram, Arco, Bozen, B regenz, Brlxen, B udapesth , Budwels, Cllll, 
Czernow itz, Feldkirch, Flume, Gmunden, Gorz, G raz, Innspruck, K arlsbad , Klagenfurt, 
Krakow, Lembergh, Lints on  th e  Linim bo, M arienbad, M eran, O edenburgh, Olmutz, Pilsen, 
P rague, P ressb u rg n , S altsbu rgh , S teyr, S tuh lw eissenburgh , Töplitz, T rient, T riest, Troppaw , 
Vienna. Znaim.

Switzerland. Aarau, Aigle, Alrolo, Aubonne, Baden, Bäle, Bellinzona, Bern, Bex, Bienne, 
Boudry. Bulle, Burgdorf, C ernler, C hâteau d'Oex, Chaux-do-fonds, C lärens, Coire, Davos, 
Délémont. Einsiedeln, E stavayer, F leurier, Frauenfeld, F riburgh, Geneva, G larus, Interlaken, 
Laufenburgh, Lausanne, Lenzburgh, Liestal, Locarno, Locle, Lucerne, Lugano, Mcyringen, 
M ontreux.‘Moral, M orgcs. Moudon, M outier, Neuchâtel, Nyon, Olten, O rbe, Payerne, Porren- 
truy, Poschiavo, Rheinfelden. R ichterswoil, Rolle, Romont, S chaffhausen , S chu ls, Schw yz, 
Sion. Solothurn, S tans. St. Croix, St. Gail, St. Imier, St. M aurice, Thalwell, T husls , Thun, 
Vevey, Villeneuve, W ædensweil, W interthur, Yverdon, Zoflngen, Zug, Zurich.

France. Ajacclo, A lgiers. Angers, Annecy, Avallon, Bar-Ie-Duc, Beifort, Besançon, Bordeaux. 
Boulogne-sur-M er, Bourges. B ourg-en-B resse, Caen, C am brai, C as tre s, Chàlons-sur-Saône, 
Cham béry. Charleville, C h artres , C lerm ont-Ferrand, Cognac, Compiègne, Dijon, Dôle. 
Epernay, Epinal, Evreux. Grenoble, H avre, Honfleur, Langres, Laon, Lons-le-Sauln ier, 
Lunoville, Lyons, Macon, Mans, M arseilles, Melun, Menton, M ontauban, Mont de M arsan,
M ontdidier, Nancy, Nice. Nimes, O rleans, P aris , Poitiers, Reims, Rouen, SL Etienne,
St. Quentin, Saum ur, Toul, Toulon, Tours, V alenciennes, V ersailles, Vesoul.

Belgium . Antwerp, B russe ls , Ghent, Liege, O stende. Luxem burgh. Luxemburgh.
Sw eden and N orw ay. G othenburgh, Lund, Stockholm , U psala, C hristiania , Trondhjem .
Great Britain. Aberdeen, Birm ingham , Bradford, Cam bridge, Cheltenham , Edinburgh, 

Hull, Lewes, Liverpool, London, M anchester, Oxford, Reading, Sheffield.
I t a l y .  A lessandria, Ascona, Asti, Bellaggio, Bologna, C asale, Como, Florence, Genoa,

Livorno. Milan, N aples, Novara, Padua, Palerm o, P isa, San Remo, Treviso, Turin, Venice, 
Verona.

T h e  N e th e r la n d s . Am sterdam , Arnhelm, Groningen, The Hague, H aarlem , Leeuwarden, 
Leyden, Nijmegen, Rotterdam , UtrechL

Russia. Dorpat, Libaw, Mltaw, Moscow, O dessa, SL Petersburg!!, Reval, Riga, Warsaw, 
Wilna.

Denmark. Copenhagen. Spain. B arcelona, M adrid. Portugal. Lisboa.
Rumania. B ukarest. T urkey. Constantinople. Greece. Athens.
North Am erica. Baltim ore, Boston, Buffalo. Chicago, Cincinnati, San F rancisco , SL Louis, 

M ilwaukee, New O rleans, New York, Philadelphia, Mexico.
South America. Buenos-Ayres, Rio de Janeiro, San tiago , V alparaiso, Lima, Montevideo.
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