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Appendix 2:
Case Analysis: Instances of Good Sportsmanship in the
Olympic Movement
______________________________________________
There are many good sportsmanship instances in sports. They do not only appear in the
Olympic Games but also in other sporting contexts1, not only for an athlete, but also

1

For example, the following good sportsmanship cases did not appear in the Olympic Games:

Cesar Rezilioli (1960)
Cesar Rezilioli (ITA) participated in the rowing competition at the Olympic Games in Rome, Tokyo and
Mexico, and in five world championships, and won 32 national titles. In 1960, during the world
championship in Yugoslavia, the Italian team made up of Rezilioli and Beltrami stopped to pick up an oar
lost by the Hungarians. The Hungarians won the gold medal and the Italians finished in sixth place.
(Olympic Magazine, No. 11. 1996: 33)
Willie White (1965)
During the long-jump trials in the 1965 United States Indoor Athletics Championships, Mary Rand, the
English Olympic champion, confused by various marks on the ground, overstepped on her third attempt
and was eliminated from the final. Feeling that her English rival had been unfairly penalised, Willie
White of her own accord requested that Mary Rand be allowed another attempt. Her request was accepted
and Mary Rand then made a fourth jump which enabled her to qualify and ultimately to win (ICSPE,
1975: 22-3).
Andrzej Bachleda (1968)
At the end of the special slalom in the 1968 ski World Cup, the result gave first position to the Polish
ski-runner, Andrzej Bachleda, but Bachleda spontaneously declared to the judges that he had missed a
gate, an error which had escaped the notice of the officials, thus causing his own disqualification and his
elimination from the event as a whole (ICSPE, 1975: 22-3).
Ian Hallam, Willy Moore, Mick Bennett and Rick Evans (1973)
On 27th August 1973 cyclists from Great Britain and the Federal Republic of Germany met in the final of
the world team pursuit championships over 4 km. on the track of the San Sebastian velodrome. The
German team could not be beaten until at the last bend, 80 m. from the winning post, they fell and injured
themselves, some seriously, through the fault of a track official. According to the regulations Ian Hallam,
Willy Moore, Mick Bennett and Rick Evans were awarded the world title which they however turned
down, and at their request the FIAC proclaimed their unlucky opponents the world champions. For this
magnificent example of sporting loyalty the International Fair Play Committee awarded the 1973 trophy
to the four British cyclists (Olympic Review, 1974, July/August. p. 362)
Arthur Ashe
Arthur Ashe (USA) was the first black tennis-player to win Grand Slam tournaments: the US Open in
1969, the Australian Open in 1970, Wimbledon in 1971. At the end of his career he continued to transmit
the message of fair play around the world, dedicating himself to educational and social efforts to promote
the dignity of man (Olympic Magazine, No. 11. 1996: 33).
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sometimes for a team(s) or a coach (es) or a referee(s). In this research, however, I will
mainly focus on individual athletes who participated in the Modern Olympic Games. As
moral philosopher Resnik (1996) stresses that ‘learning how to “be moral” is a lot like
learning how to play basketball: you learn through imitation, example, and lots of
practice. This type of learning can occur at different stages of one’s life and in many
different settings ... so we need to provide role models and social environments that
promote moral behavior if we want people to behave morally’, the following cases,
related to the Olympic games, will show that winning sometimes can be overruled by
‘helping others’, by ‘honesty’, or ‘sympathetic considerations’ and so on.

Two of the most important types of good sportsmanship behaviour will be exposed and
their difference must be clarified here first. One is called ‘generosity’, which normally
refers to someone who is willing to give money, spend time, lend a hand, etc, in order to
help people. The other is called ‘magnanimity’, which also refers to kind and generous
gesture, but particularly to someone that you have defeated in some way.

Also, sport can be seen as a good means to promote friendship, charity and social justice,
etc. This kind of behavior sometimes involves either breaking the rules of the game or a
behaviour, which is not specified by the written rules of the game. In other words,
merely obeying the rules of sport is not necessarily sufficient for good sportsmanlike
behavior.

1. Paraskevopoulos (1896, Athens): generosity

The 1896 Olympic Games were held in Athens. Panagiotis Paraskevopoulos, a Greek
discus thrower was supposed to be able to whirl the discus distances that were in
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keeping with the length of his name.

On the other side, his rival, the American candidate, in the competition had a distinct
disadvantage. Robert Garrett, a Princeton student, had been practicing with a makeshift
discus back in the United States and had never picked up a real one until he got to
Athens. Fortunately, friendly Greek athlete, Paraskevopoulos presented him with one to
use at the meet.

Paraskevopoulos got the lead and maintained it for most of the match. His teammate
kept a hold on second place. Then on his final throw, with the favored Greek leading
with a 95-foot toss, Garrett spun the discus 95 feet 7 ¾ inches to win. It was the first
major upset in modern Olympic history, and considering that Garrett had never touched
a real discus before that day, it had to be one of the greatest upsets of any Olympics,
past or present (Benagh, 1976: 2-3).

2. Jesse Owens (1936, Berlin): varity of virtues

The 1936 Olympic Games were held in Berlin and influenced by Adolf Hitler’s politics.
Mr. Jesse Owens (USA), one of eight children to sharecropper parents, infuriated the
Nazi organizers of the 1936 Berlin Games with his superb track and field performance.
Flying in the face of Nazi claims that blacks were inferior to the Aryan race, Owens
outshone every other athlete at the Game, winning four gold medals in ten days in the
100 meters, 200 meters, broad jump, and 400-meter relay.

During the event of long jump, Long, a German long jumper, was the perfect model for
Hitler to prove his theory that the Nazis’ Aryan race was superior. When Owens walked
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over to the long jump area, he was surprised to see a tall, blue-eyed, blond German
taking practice jumps in the 26-foot range. Owens was fully aware of the Nazis’ desire
to prove their theory of “Aryan superiority” and he was also fully aware that Hitler and
his followers had a particular distaste for Negroes.

However, at the beginning, Owens had trouble landing on the 23’5-1/2” mark to qualify
for the long jump finals. When Owens took what he thought was a practice run into the
pit, it was counted as his first jump by officials. Slightly shaken, he then fouled on his
second try. He is now one foul away from being eliminated from his best event. As the
American prepared for his final attempt, Owens was approached by the tall, blue-eyed,
blond German, who introduced himself, in English, as Luz Long. Long tapped Owens
on the shoulder and advised Owens that if he moved his mark back one foot and didn’t
try to hit the take-off board, he would qualify for the finals.

“Glad to meet you,” said Owens tentatively. “How are you?”
“I’m fine,” replied Long. “The question is: How are you?”
“What do you mean?” asked Owens.
“Something must be eating you,” said Long, proud to display his knowledge
of American slang.
“You should be able to qualify with your eyes closed.” (Wallechinsky, 1992: 99)

The black son of sharecroppers and the white model of Nazi manhood chatted. It turned
out that Luz Long didn’t believe in the theory of Aryan superiority and the two joked
about the fact that he looked the part anyway. Long made a suggestion. Since the
qualifying distance was only 23 feet 5 ½ inches, why didn’t Owens make a mark several
inches before the takeoff board and jump from there to play it safe. Owens took Long’s

236

Appendix 2: Instances of Good Sportsmanship

advice and qualified easily.

The final was held that afternoon. Jesse Owens opened with an Olympic record of 25
feet 5 ½ inches and then followed with 25 feet 10 inches. In the fifth of six rounds, Luz
Long brought the German crowd to life by matching Owens’s jump exactly. Inspired by
the challenge, Owens leaped 26 feet 3 ¾ inches. Then, with his final jump, he hit 26 feet
5 ½ inches, an Olympic record. To congratulate Owens, in full view of Adolf Hitler, was
Luz Long. ‘You can melt down all the medals and cups I have,’ Jesse Owens later wrote,
‘and they wouldn’t be a plating on the 24-carat friendship I felt for Luz Long at that
moment.’ (Wallechinsky, 1992: 99)’. As Owens later said:

Luz and I remained friends for many years after the Games, he was a great competitor who did me a
wonderful turn by giving me that advice about my jumping in Berlin...
We all have dreams, but in order to make these dreams into reality it takes an awful lot of
determination, self-discipline, and effort. Sport teaches those things and others—respect of other
people, and how to live with your fellow man (Bortstein, 1978: 98).

Jesse Owens was not only a great athlete in the 1936 Olympic Games but also a true
humanist. His unceasing efforts for those less fortunate than he will always be
remembered. He strove to improve the lots of blacks in his American homeland, sought
to overcome the calamitous effects of poverty and, above all, believed in tolerance and
understanding. He held the Olympic Games to be the purveyor of these ideals and
consistently encouraged young people to take an active part in amateur sport,
maintaining that by their very participation they could help overcome the groundless
prejudices generated by problems raging in contemporary society.
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In many moving addresses, he appealed for the application of the ideals governing
activity on the sports field to every other field of human endeavor.

In order to make dreams into reality, it takes an awful lot of determination, dedication, self-discipline
and effort. These things apply to everyday life. You learn not only the sport, but things like respect of
others, ethics in life, how

you are going to live, how you treat your fellow man, how you live with

your fellow man (Olympic Review, 1980. No. 150, p. 196).

All his life he fought the same fight, in the background and then openly, against hatred
and violence. As he once said to his friend Robert Parienté,

We should respect others and always choose good over bad, we must not forget where we came from,
or the people we care for. If we succeed, we can then walk down the street with our heads held high
and joy in our hearts, knowing that millions of children will want to follow the path that we have
walked… (Parienté, 1996: 43).

3. Christopher Brasher (1956, Melbourne): honesty

Christopher Brasher, at the Melbourne Olympic Games in 1956, was disqualified from
winning the 3000 metres steeplechase for allegedly hindering his opponents. The point
here is that it was these same athletes (Rosznyoi, Laresen and Loufer) who protested on
Brasher’s behalf and got the decision reversed, thus sacrificing the medals they would
otherwise have won (Arnold, 1997: 60).
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4. Eugenio Monti (1964, Innsbruck): generosity

The 1964 winter Olympic Games were held in Austria Innsbruck. Italian 2-Man
Bobsledding athlete Eugenio Monti competed against British athlete Antony Nash.

Eugenio Monti, the Italian champion, had made his final run at remarkable speed. Only
the Englishman, Tony Nash, with partner could still better the time. But it was learned
that Nash could not start his last run because a part of his sled was broken. Monti, who
had just come down the run, then detached the required replacement part from his own
sled and sent it up to Nash, so that they could race. Nash, who made his repair, and
Dixon completed their run in record time and won the gold medal, but for this generous
action, Monti was awarded the International Fair Play Award.

5. Nico Ott (1968, Mexico): generosity

In the heats, in which the German boat qualified directly for the final, Roland Bose
occupied the place of Nico Ott. As Bose fell ill on the day before the final Ott stepped in
for him at short notice and, after the race, made a magnificent sporting gesture by
handling over his gold medal to his sick team-mate. Ott did not want to reap the same
reward for a single race that others had taken a whole season to earn. This generous
gesture on the part of Ott received a fitting reward later on. Willi Daume, President of
the West German Olympic Committee, presented him with a replica of the Olympic
gold medal, which undoubtedly has scarcity value (Kamper, 1972: 325).
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6. Bodingtion (1968, Grenoble): care for others

The 1968 Winter Olympic Games were held in Grenoble, France. A British speed skater
David Bodingtion voluntarily dived onto the ice and out of competition to avoid
injuring a rival who had fallen into his lane.

7. Dieter Speer (1972, Sapporo): generosity

During the Sapporo Winter Olympic Games in the biathlon final, the GDR team was
second. Tikhonov, the number one skier in the Soviet team broke a ski. No one of his
team-mates was close enough to help him. Speer was about to enter the competition as
third men in the GDR relay team, but he did not hesitate to lend Tikhonov one of his
skis. Experts unanimously agree that, without Speer’s help the Soviet team would not
have won and the East German team would have won the silver medal instead of the
bronze (Bertieri, 1995: 20).

8. Rodrigo Aranguena (1988): magnanimity

During the trials for the Olympic Games in Seoul, this archer noticed that his opponent,
Carlos Hora, could not finish his series of shots due to the blockage of his weapon.
Aranguena (PER), who was in the middle of his competition, declined to continue and
asked to recommence the event. In the subsequent elimination, he did not have the same
success and his opponent qualified in his place. (Olympic Magazine No. 11, 1996: 33).
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9. Wolfgang Brinkmann (1988, Seoul): magnanimity

At the Seoul Games Brinkmann (GDR) won a gold medal in jumping (Equestrian) and
was in a privileged position to participate in the individual jumping event. However, he
preferred to leave his place to a substitute who won a bronze medal

(Bertieri, 1995:

45).

10. Justin McDonald (1994, Lillehammer): generosity

During the XVII Olympic Winter Games in Lillehammer, the Swedish Bobsled team
coach asked the Australian team captain Justin McDonald if he could give him 5 kg. of
ballast. McDonald agreed, knowing that this would help his opponents. In fact, Sweden
defeated Australia for the first time. When questioned about his behaviour by Australian
officials, McDonald said that a victory due to the opponent’s inadequate equipment is
not a merit and that co-operation among sports people is a fundamental part of
Olympism (Bertieri, 1995: 67).

11. Koss (1994): charity and sympathy

1994 Olympic Winter Games were held in Lillehammer, Norway. Johann Olav Koss
came away from the Lillehammer Olympics as a sports superhero, but refreshingly for a
star athlete, he was a man with a life outside sports.

Winner of the 1,500 meters, 5,000 meters, and 10,000 meters speed skating events at the
1994 Winter Games, setting a new world record in each event. In 1994, after winning
the first gold medal of 1,500-meter speed skating, he donated a major portion of his
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Olympic bonus (about $ 33,000 [US]) to Olympic Aid for the citizens of Sarajevo and
retired shortly after the Lillehammer Games to pursue a career in medicine.

In fact, he is not only an active supporter of the Olympic Aid project to help children in
Sarajevo and other warworn countries but also allowed his skates to be auctioned on
national television, gaining another $85,000 for Olympic Aid.

A few months before the Olympics, Koss visited Eritrea, the East African nation still
recovering from decades of civil war. He promised to return after the Olympics with
sports equipment for Eritrea’s children. On the final day of the Lillehammer Games,
Koss appealed to the children of Norway to donate extra soccer balls, sports clothes and
other equipment to the children of Eritrea. As promised, Johann Koss did return to
Eritrea—with twelve tons of equipment (Wallechinsky, 1998: 132).

Cases of Sportsmanship

Two of the greatest examples must be stressed. One is Jesse Owens (1936, Berlin). It
shows that sport could bring more positive meaning than just participation and winning.
Owens has shown many virtues of sportsmanship that can be applied into the reality of
this world. Sport can be a means to promote anti-racism, anti-violence, mutual respect,
friendship, care for others, and so on. Those virtues are not specified in any rule book of
track and field. The other example is from Koss (1994, Lillehammer). What Koss has
shown is that he is not only a great speed skater but also a generous person as a role
model for most of the athletes. Again, the rules of speed skating do not specify that
Koss should donate or do some charitable works. However, his behaviour is beyond any
doubt a good and even necessary one.

