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Abstract The oxidation of proteins and other macromol-
ecules by radical species under conditions of oxidative stress
can be modulated by antioxidant compounds. Decreased
levels of the antioxidants glutathione and ascorbate have
been documented in oxidative stress-related diseases.
A radical generated on the surface of a protein can: (1) be
immediately and fully repaired by direct reaction with an
antioxidant; (2) react with dioxygen to form the corre-
sponding peroxyl radical; or (3) undergo intramolecular long
range electron transfer to relocate the free electron to another
amino acid residue. In pulse radiolysis studies, in vitro pro-
duction of the initial radical on a protein is conveniently
made at a tryptophan residue, and electron transfer often
leads ultimately to residence of the unpaired electron on a
tyrosine residue. We review here the kinetics data for reac-
tions of the antioxidants glutathione, selenocysteine, and
ascorbate with tryptophanyl and tyrosyl radicals as free
amino acids in model compounds and proteins. Glutathione
repairs a tryptophanyl radical in lysozyme with a rate
constant of (1.05 + 0.05) x 10° M~' s7!, while ascorbate
repairs tryptophanyl and tyrosyl radicals ca. 3 orders of
magnitude faster. The in vitro reaction of glutathione with
these radicals is too slow to prevent formation of peroxyl
radicals, which become reduced by glutathione to
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hydroperoxides; the resulting glutathione thiyl radical is
capable of further radical generation by hydrogen abstrac-
tion. Although physiologically not significant, selenogluta-
thione reduces tyrosyl radicals as fast as ascorbate. The
reaction of protein radicals formed on insulin, f-lactoglob-
ulin, pepsin, chymotrypsin and bovine serum albumin with
ascorbate is relatively rapid, competes with the reaction with
dioxygen, and the relatively innocuous ascorbyl radical is
formed. On the basis of these kinetics data, we suggest that
reductive repair of protein radicals may contribute to the
well-documented depletion of ascorbate in living organisms
subjected to oxidative stress.

Keywords Protein oxidation - Protein repair - Ascorbate -
Glutathione - Selenocysteine - Long range electron transfer

Introduction

Although radical production is part of normal cellular
function, excess exposure of macromolecules to oxidising
radicals may play a role in ageing and many diseases
(Halliwell and Gutteridge 2007). Proteins form by far the
largest mass of oxidisable organic components of living
matter, and there is a large body of evidence showing that
proteins are significant targets of partially reduced oxygen
species (PROS) in vivo. Increased levels of protein carbonyls
are early markers of damage in biological systems subjected
to oxidative stress, even in the presence of endogenous
antioxidants. The carbonyls are derived from amino acid
residues, principally Arg, Pro and Lys, oxidised in reactions
with physiological PROS, where the first products are, in
some cases, carbon- and oxygen-centred radicals (Requena
et al. 2003; von Sonntag 1987). Additional identified prod-
ucts of reaction between PROS and proteins are protein
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hydroperoxides (Simpson et al. 1992) which, unlike the
carbonyls, have the capacity to propagate the PROS-induced
damage to other components of living organisms (Davies
and Dean 1997; Gebicki 1997). The literature covering the
chemistry and biology of protein oxidation in vitro and in
vivo is extensive, with the major findings summarised in a
number of excellent reviews (Davies 2005; Davies and Dean
1997; Garrison 1987; Pietzsch 2006; Pryor 1986; Requena
et al. 2003). Protection against the well-documented dam-
aging effects of PROS in living organisms is normally
achieved by a system of antioxidant defences. These
defences are multilayered: (1) Superoxide is scavenged by
superoxide dismutases, and hydrogen peroxide by catalase,
peroxiredoxins and glutathione peroxidases; (2) Since
hydroxyl radicals are too reactive to be scavenged in vivo,
oxidation of proteins and membranes occurs, but an oxidised
protein may be repaired by ascorbate or GSH; and (3) When
such repair is not possible, the irreversibly modified protein
is marked for recycling by proteases; however, proteins that
cannot be processed by proteases accumulate in the cell and
may be toxic. Ascorbate (Hasc™) and glutathione (GSH) are
widely recognised as important endogenous low-molecular-
weight antioxidants (Buettner 1993). Their levels are
depleted under conditions known as oxidative stress when
oxidative challenge exceeds the capacity of antioxidant
defences. This leads to lowering of the organism’s ability to
resist further stress, unless the levels of ascorbate and GSH
are replenished in time to prevent cell and tissue damage.
However, decreased levels of both these antioxidants found
in disease states associated with oxidative stress—injury,
rheumatoid arthritis, ischaemia—reperfusion, trauma, infec-
tion, exposure to toxins, ageing, fibrotic diseases and
others—demonstrate that such timely replenishment is not
always achieved (Buffington and Doe 1995; Drechsel and
Patel 2008; Foy et al. 1999; Halliwell and Gutteridge 2007;
Kume-Kick and Rice 1998; Liu and Pavia 2010; Locatelli
et al. 2003; Misso et al. 2005; Moor et al. 2006).

The reaction mechanisms responsible for the loss of
Hasc™ and GSH in vivo under oxidative stress have not
been identified, largely because the necessary quantitative
data on the potentially responsible reactions are not
available. The well-documented loss of GSH and con-
comitant increase in GSSG, catalysed by glutathione per-
oxidase (Flohé et al. 1973; Michiels et al. 1994), caused by
an increased flux of peroxides is not discussed here, nor is
the controversial regeneration of vitamin E radicals by
Hasc™ (Bisby and Parker 1995; Burton et al. 1990; Rubbo
et al. 2000). We do not consider two-electron processes,
e.g. oxidation by HOCI, but instead focus on the one-
electron oxidations of these antioxidants by protein radi-
cals. Although the chemistry of the reactions of Hasc™ and
GSH with radicals and other oxidants is well understood,
the relevance of these reactions to conditions in vivo is
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questionable. It is highly unlikely that Hasc™ and GSH
protect macromolecules in vivo by scavenging the primary
PROS directly, as is often suggested, because the in vivo
concentrations of the reactants and the corresponding rate
constants are not high enough for these reactions to com-
pete with alternative processes (Winterbourn 2008). In
contrast, our quantitative estimates of the relative proba-
bilities of reactions of secondary protein radicals with GSH
(Nauser et al. 2005) and Hasc™ (Domazou et al. 2009)
suggest that these could play a major role in the antioxidant
consumption in cells, provided that the rate constants of the
relevant reactions are sufficiently high. While there is
much information available regarding in vivo concentra-
tions of these antioxidants, rate constant data were for
a long time limited to reactions with selected amino acids
and lysozyme (Butler et al. 1984; Jovanovic and Simic
1985; Santus et al. 2000). However, the values found, 107
108 M~ ! s7!, show that oxidation of Hasc™ in cells and
tissues by protein radicals may be a significant process. We
have confirmed this suggestion by reporting rate constants
for reactions of a broader range of amino acid and protein
radicals with GSH, as well as with Hasc™ (Domazou et al.
2009; Nauser et al. 2005).

The main question of interest is whether GSH or Hasc™
can reduce an initially formed protein radical fast enough
before it oxidises another amino acid or, in the case of a
carbon-centred radical, it reacts with dioxygen (Neta et al.
1990); the various possibilities are outlined in Scheme 1.
There is the possibility of reaction between two radicals on
different proteins, with covalent bond formation between
the proteins. If the C-centred radical reacts with dioxygen,
the resulting peroxyl radical could be reduced by GSH or
Hasc™. The resulting peroxide is not, however, expected to
be innocuous as it could react with reduced transition
metals to form alkoxyl and other radicals (Rush and
Koppenol 1990).

PrH asc*” asc*”
M+ GS* PrOOH + GS*
Hasc™ Hasc™
GSH GSH Pr + O~
O (0)
PrH —— Pr —2, PrO0*
| PrH, LH™ prooH + Ef’
Pr—Pr Fe?*
Fe®*
PrH = protein Pro* + OH”
LH = lipid PrH, LH
Ox = general oxidant Pre
PrOH + Le

Scheme 1
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When Hasc™ or GSH reacts with a protein radical,
hydrogen is abstracted to form the asc™™ or GS® radical.
While asc®™ by all accounts is relatively harmless, GS® is
not, as is indicated by the electrode potentials at pH 7,
E°(asc®”, H"/Hasc™) = +0.28 V (Williams and Yandell
1982) and E°(GS®, H"/GSH) = +0.92 V (Madej and
Wardman 2007). Further, the cysteinyl radical can abstract
hydrogen from the a-carbon of an amino acid (Nauser and
Schoneich 2003).

In this review, we examine the evidence supporting the
hypothesis that proteins activated by reactions with PROS
may be responsible for much of the depletion of Hasc™ and
GSH observed under oxidative stress. We focus on these
antioxidants because of their importance in vivo and report
largely on our own recent work, because earlier literature
on the kinetics of the reactions of protein radicals is lim-
ited. It is hoped that this work will provide stimulus for
further quantitative studies of biologically relevant reac-
tions of protein radicals.

History

In 1978, it was reported that random attack of HO® with an
amino acid on the surface of cytochrome c leads to ca. 50%
reduction of Fe*' to Fe’" (van Leeuwen et al. 1978).
A tunnelling model was developed to explain the transfer of
an electron from the surface to the haem iron buried in the
interior of the protein. In this case, electron transfer is from
areducing radical to Fe3™. At the end, the amino acid on the
surface loses two electrons, most likely via formation of a
double bond, although this was never demonstrated.

In landmark papers published during the 1980s, Priitz
and co-workers (Butler et al. 1982; Priitz et al. 1980, 1982)
showed that radical attack on a protein leads to a cascade of
intramolecular electron transfer reactions that usually
results in the formation of a tyrosyl radical. Similar intra-
molecular electron transfers were studied by Bobrowski
and coworkers in the 1990s (Bobrowski et al. 1990, 1992),
but only a few studies were dedicated to the repair of
protein radicals (Hoey and Butler 1984; Jovanovic and
Simic 1985; Santus et al. 2000).

Generation of protein radicals

We use radiolysis and photolysis as tools to generate rad-
icals that are identical (HO®) or similarly oxidising (N3) as
radicals produced in vivo, e.g. NO3 and CO3*° from the
reaction of ONOO™ with CO, (Bonini et al. 1999; Lymar
and Hurst 1995; Meli et al. 1999).

Earlier studies of the kinetics of formation of amino acid
and protein radicals demonstrated that the short lifetimes of

the radicals require the use of nanosecond laser flash
photolysis or pulse radiolysis techniques (von Sonntag
1987). These approaches are capable of generating the
radicals commonly produced in organisms subjected to
oxidative stress. In flash photolysis, the energy selectively
excites the Tyr and Trp residues, converting them to the
corresponding Tyr phenoxyl (TyrO®) and Trp indolyl rad-
icals (Trp®), respectively (Bensasson et al. 1983), and,
because the absorbance maxima are sufficiently widely
separated (TyrO® at 405 nm and Trp® at 510 nm), the
kinetics of formation and decay of these radicals can be
studied by spectrophotometry. In pulse radiolysis of dilute
aqueous solutions of amino acids and proteins, virtually all
of the absorbed energy of the MeV electrons leads to the
decomposition of the water:

e” + H,O — HO®*,H*, e

aq7 H+)H202 (l)

When the sample solutions are previously saturated with
N,O, the e,q is converted to HO® (Eq. 2), a powerful
oxidant that reacts with virtually all organic compounds.
To prevent the generation of too wide a range of protein
radical residues, each with its own reactivity, we also
include N3~ to convert HO® to N3 (Eq.3), which
selectively oxidises Trp and Tyr residues (Egs. 4, 5)
(Land and Priitz 1979):

€,q + N20 + H,0 — HO® + N, + OH™ (2)
HO® + N; — OH™ + N} (3)
N3 + TrpH — N3 + Trp® + H* (4)
N3 + TyrOH — Ny + TyrO® + H* (5)

The rate constants of these reactions at near neutral pH
are k3 = 1.2 x 10'°, ky ~ 2 x 10° and ks = 1.0 x 10°
M s7! (Butler et al. 1982, 1984; Buxton et al. 1988). These
values were used as a guide to choose the concentrations of
solutes in the irradiated solutions to ensure completion of
Egs. 3-5 and to exclude competing processes, such as radi-
cal-radical reactions.

Reaction of free and lysozyme-bound TyrO°®
and Trp® with glutathione

The absorbance of solutions of 140 pM lysozyme (Lyz),
10 mM phosphate buffer pH 7.4 and 0.1 M sodium azide
saturated with N,O after a 20-ns radiation pulse in the
absence and presence of glutathione (GSH) is shown as a
function of time in Fig. 1; second-order rate constants for
the reactions of GSH are collected in Table 1. The 510 nm
absorbance due to the Lyz(Trp®) develops within 200 ps
after the pulse, while the subsequent decay of the radical
is slower. In contrast, the Lyz(TyrO®) (405 nm peak)
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Fig. 1 Time-dependent absorbance changes in pulse-irradiated lyso-
zyme (LZ). The peaks at 510 and 410 nm are due to the Lyz(Trp®)
and Lyz(TyrO®) radicals, respectively (reproduced from Nauser et al.
2005 with permission of the authors and the Biochemical Society)

generated by intramolecular long-range electron transfer
(LRET) to Lyz(Trp®) forms more slowly, as reported in
earlier studies (Butler et al. 1982). Irradiation in the pres-
ence of 2.5 mM GSH leads to complete loss of the
absorbance at 510 nm due to Trp® within 2 ms, which
indicates that all Lyz(Trp®) radicals are effectively repaired
by H transfer. Under conditions of excess GSH, the reac-
tion follows pseudo-first-order kinetics, and the first-order
rate constant (k.,s) is linearly dependent on the concen-
tration of GSH, which allows the second-order rate
constant, ks = (1.05 £ 0.05) x 10° M~ s7! for the bimo-
lecular reaction to be derived

Lyz(Trp®) + GSH — Lyz(TrpH) + GS* (6)

thereby preventing formation of Lyz(TyrO®) by

intramolecular LRET:
Lyz(Trp®) — Lyz(TyrO*) (7)

which proceeds with a first-order rate constant
k; = (8.3 +1.3) x 10? s~!. Measurements of the kinetics
of the reaction between GSH and Lyz(Trp®) show that the
reaction is complete within 1.5 ms. GSH is also effective in
vitro at accelerating the decay of the Lyz(Trp®) generated
by flash photolysis of Lyz (28 uM in10 mM phosphate
buffer at pH 7.4 in the presence of 100 mM t-butanol).
Table 1 also lists the rate constants for reaction of GSH
with the protein amino acid analogues N-Ac-Trp amide and
N-Ac-TyrOH amide at pH 7.4 measured in similar
experiments.

The value of the rate constant for LRET in Lyz agrees
well with an earlier published rate constant (Bobrowski
et al. 1997). It should be noted that, although the reactions
of Lyz(Trp®) radicals with GSH are only moderately fast,
the result indicates that reaction with oxidised protein
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Table 1 Rate constants for reactions of GSH, Sec and GSeH with
proteins and protein amino acid analogues

Rate constant Reference

M s

Reaction

GSH + Lyz(Trp®)

GSH + N-Ac-Trp*
amide

GSH + N-Ac-TyrO*
amide

Sec + N-Ac-TyrO® (8 £2) x 108
Sec + Ins(TyrO®) (1.6 £ 0.4) x 10®
GSeH + N-Ac-TyrO® (5 +2) x 108

(1.05 4 0.05) x 10° Nauser et al. (2005)
(1.1 £0.3) x 10° Nauser et al. (2005)

(24 4+ 1.6) x 10>  Nauser et al. (2005)

Steinmann et al. (2008)
Steinmann et al. (2008)
Steinmann et al. (2008)

could account for much or for at least some of the docu-
mented loss of GSH under conditions of oxidative stress
in vivo. Further, when residues other than Trp and Tyr
become oxidised to form C-centred radicals, these radicals
subsequently form peroxyl radicals, which greatly enhan-
ces the amount of GSH oxidised; under air, enhancement of
GSH oxidation can be as high as 20-fold, and we have
suggested that the peroxyl radicals and hydroperoxides
generated can constitute a new source of biological damage
(Nauser et al. 2005).

Repair of tyrosyl radicals by selenocysteine
and selenoglutathione

We have also found that selenocysteine (Sec) repairs TyrO®
radicals (Steinmann et al. 2008). Sec reduces N-Ac-TyrO"-
amide with a rate constant of (8 & 2) x 108 M~ ! s7!and
TyrO® in insulin (Ins) with (1.6 £ 0.4) x 10* M~' 57!
(Table 1). The rate constant for the reduction of N-Ac-
TyrO®-amide by selenoglutathione (GSeH) is slightly lower
5 +2) x 10* M~! s7! than that for Sec. In contrast, Cys
and GSH react 3 and 5 orders of magnitude, respectively,
more slowly with N-Ac-TyrO®-amide than Sec and GSeH;
Cys and GSH react 3 and 2 orders of magnitude, respectively,
more slowly with TyrO® in Ins than their selenium analogues.

Reactions of free and protein-bound TyrO*®
and Trp° radicals with ascorbate

The kinetics for repair of the Trp® and TyrQO® radicals by
ascorbate (Hasc™) were studied by pulse radiolysis with the
N-acetylated amino acid amides and with the proteins Pep,
Ins, chymotrypsin (Chym) and f-lactoglobulin (f-Lact)
(Domazou et al. 2009). Radicals were generated by reac-
tion with N3; repair of Trp® was followed at 510 and of
TyrO® at 405 nm. The conditions were chosen to ensure
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Fig. 2 The spontaneous decay

(red) of a Pep(Trp°®) and

b Pep(TyrO®). The radicals were
generated by pulse radiolysis of
solutions that contained pepsin
and sodium azide, and were
saturated with N,O. The blue
curves show the accelerated
decay of Pep(Trp®) and
Pep(TyrO®) in the presence of

A*® (mAU)

0.2 mM Hasc™

conversion of e,q to HO® (Eq. 2) and complete scavenging
of HO® by N3~ (Eq. 3) to guarantee formation of stoichi-
ometric amounts of N3. Furthermore, low radiation doses
were used to limit radical-radical recombination, and the
amino acid or protein was present in excess to prevent
direct reaction of N3 with Hasc™. In all cases, spontaneous
rates of decay of radicals were accelerated in the presence
of Hasc™. The overall result is the formation of the rela-
tively inert ascorbyl radical and repair of the amino acid.
The results for pepsin, as summarised in Eqgs. 8 and 9, are
representative of all results with proteins and are shown in
Fig. 2.

Pep(Trp®) + Hasc™ — Pep(TrpH) + asc®~ (8)
Pep(TyrO®) + Hasc™ — Pep(TyrOH) + asc®™ 9)

The collected rate constants for Eqgs. 8 and 9 and for the
corresponding reactions in proteins other than pepsin are
listed in Table 2. The rate constants for reaction of Hasc™
with N-Ac-TyrO® amide are comparable to those for the
reduction of TyrO*® by Sec and GSeH. It can be seen that, in
general, Hasc™ reacts 10-50 times faster with protein-
bound Trp® than with protein-bound TyrO® radicals.
Interestingly, the protein environment apparently does not
affect the kinetics of Eq. 8, but lowers the rate constant for
protein-bound TyrO® (Eq. 9) by about a factor of 10,
compared to free N-Ac-Trp® amide. Presumably, these
effects depend on variables such as the nature of the pro-
tein, the location of the reacting residue and potential sta-
bilisation of the radical by neighbouring amino acids.
Preliminary evidence suggests that peroxyl radicals of N-Ac-
Pro-amide, N-Ac-Ala-amide and N-Ac-Gly-Ala-amide react
with Hasc ™ with rate constants of ca. 10’ M~ s™! (Zelenay
and Domazou 2009, unpublished).

Potential biological significance of radical oxidation
of proteins and long-range electron transfer

We have presented evidence that the antioxidants GSH and
Hasc™ react with TyrO® and Trp® as free amino acids,
protein residue analogues and protein radicals. Both

200 300 0 100 200 300 400
Time (us)

Time (us)

Table 2 Rate constants of reactions ascorbate with Trp® and TyrO®
as free amino acids, peptide models and proteins

Amino acid or Rate constant Reference

protein radical

TyrO* 9.3 x 107 Hoey and Butler (1984)
N-Ac-TyrO® amide (2.6 £ 0.2) x 108 Domazou et al. (2009)

Trp® 1 x 10® Jovanovic and Simic (1985)
N-Ac-Trp® amide (1.4 + 0.1) x 10® Domazou et al. (2009)
Ins(TyrO®) 29 £0.1) x 107 Domazou et al. (2009)
Chym(TyrQ®) 4 x 107 Domazou et al. (2009)
Chym(Trp®) (1.6 £ 0.1) x 10 Domazou et al. (2009)
Pep(TyrO®) (3.5 + 0.9) x 10’ Domazou et al. (2009)
Pep(Trp®) (1.8 + 0.1) x 108 Domazou et al. (2009)

(4.0 + 0.6) x 10° Domazou et al. (2009)
22 £0.2) x 107 Domazou et al. (2009)

p-Lact(TyrO®)
B-Lact(Trp®)

Lyz(TyrQO®) 1.1 x 107 Hoey and Butler (1984)
Lyz(Trp®) 8 x 107 Santus et al. (2000)
Lyz(Trp®) 8.3 x 10’ Hoey and Butler (1984)

antioxidants inhibit the transfer of electrons from Tyr to
Trp® in proteins in vitro, but GSH does not prevent the
formation of protein peroxyl radicals or hydroperoxides.
The repair of protein C-centred radicals by Hasc™ competes
with the reaction with O,. Both reactions may contribute to
the loss of GSH and Hasc™ in living organisms under
conditions of oxidative stress. It should be noted that, while
the radicals formed in a protein can be efficiently repaired
by GSH and Hasc™, repair does not necessarily restore
biological function, which may be irreversibly altered by
the initial radical reaction and/or subsequent formation of
other radical species by LRET.

Certain cellular signalling pathways, e.g. the signal
transducers and activators of transcription (STAT) family
of transcription factors, function via reversible phosphor-
ylation of tyrosine residues by tyrosine kinases and phos-
phorylases (Ihle 2001), which are modulated by the redox
status of the cell (Monteiro and Stern 1996), likely due to
the impact of LRET on ultimate formation of TyrO® radi-
cals in proteins.
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Finally, radical reactions in proteins are not uniformly
harmful. Numerous enzyme reaction mechanisms rely
upon transient formation of an organic radical, e.g. the
relatively stable tyrosyl radical formed during the reaction
of ribonuclease reductase I (Stubbe and van der Donk
1998). lodination of tyrosine residues on thyroglobulin
during thyroid hormone biosynthesis synthesis also
involves transient tyrosyl radical formation (Nunez 1984).
Phosphorylation of free tyrosine has been shown to block
tyrosine iodination (Gmeiner and Seelos 1996) and di-
merisation, both of which are radical reactions.

Acknowledgments Supported by the Eidgenossische Technische
Hochschule, Ziirich, Switzerland, the Swiss Nationalfonds, Bern,
Switzerland, and Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia.

References

Bensasson RV, Land EJ, Truscott TG (1983) Flash photolysis and
pulse radiolysis. Pergamon, Oxford

Bisby RH, Parker AW (1995) Reaction of ascorbate with the o-
tocopheroxyl radical in micellar and bilayer membrane systems.
Arch Biochem Biophys 317:170-178

Bobrowski K, Wierzchowski KL, Holcman J, Ciurak M (1990)
Intramolecular electron transfer in model peptides containing
methionine, tryptophan and tyrosine: a pulse radiolysis study. Int
J Radiat Biol 57:919-932

Bobrowski K, Wierzchowski KL, Holcman J, Ciurak M (1992) Pulse
radiolysis studies of intramolecular electron transfer in model
peptides and proteins. IV. Met/S-Br — tyr/O radical transfor-
mation in aqueous solution of H-Tyr-(Pro)n-Met-OH peptides.
Int J Radiat Biol 62:507-516

Bobrowski K, Holcman J, Poznanski J, Wierzchowski KL (1997)
Pulse radiolysis studies of intramolecular electron transfer in
model peptides and proteins. 7. Trp — TyrO radical transfor-
mation in hen egg-white lysozyme. Effects of pH, temperature,
Trp62 oxidation and inhibitor binding. Biophys Chem 63:153—
166

Bonini MG, Radi R, Ferrer-Sueta G, Ferreira AMD, Augusto O
(1999) Direct EPR detection of the carbonate radical anion
produced from peroxynitrite and carbon dioxide. J Biol Chem
274:10802-10806

Buettner GR (1993) The pecking order of free radicals and
antioxidants. Lipid peroxidation, a-tocopherol, and ascorbate.
Arch Biochem Biophys 300:535-543

Buffington GD, Doe WF (1995) Altered ascorbic acid status in the
mucosa from inflammatory bowel disease patients. Free Radic
Res 22:131-143

Burton GW, Wronska U, Stone L, Foster DO, Ingold KU (1990)
Biokinetics of dietary RRR-o-tocopherol in the male guinea pig
at three dietary levels of vitamin C and two levels of vitamin E.
Evidence that vitamin C does not “spare” vitamin E in vivo.
Lipids 25:199-210

Butler J, Land EJ, Priitz WA, Swallow AJ (1982) Charge transfer
between tryptophan and tyrosine in proteins. Biochim Biophys
Acta 705:150-162

Butler J, Land EJ, Swallow AlJ, Priitz WA (1984) The azide radical
and its reaction with tryptophan and tyrosine. Radiat Phys Chem
23:265-270

Buxton GV, Greenstock CL, Helman WP, Ross AB (1988) Critical
review of rate constants for reactions of hydrated electrons.

@ Springer

Hydrogen atoms and hydroxyl radicals ("OH/°O7) in aqueous
solution. J Phys Chem Ref Data 17:513-886

Davies MJ (2005) The oxidative environment and protein damage.
Biochim Biophys Acta 1703:93-109

Davies MJ, Dean RT (1997) Radical-mediated protein oxidation:
from chemistry to medicine. Oxford University Press, New York

Domazou AS, Koppenol WH, Gebicki JM (2009) Efficient repair of
protein radicals by ascorbate. Free Radic Biol Med 46:1049-1057

Drechsel DA, Patel M (2008) Role of reactive oxygen species in the
neurotoxicity of environmental agents implicated in Parkinson’s
disease. Free Radic Biol Med 44:1873-1886

Flohé L, Giinzler WA, Schock HH (1973) Glutathione peroxidase:
a selenoenzyme. FEBS Lett 32:132-134

Foy CJ, Passmore AP, Vahidassr MD, Young IS, Lawson JT (1999)
Plasma chain-breaking antioxidants in Alzheimer’s disease,
vascular dementia and Parkinson’s disease. Q J Med 92:39-45

Garrison WM (1987) Reaction mechanisms in the radiolysis of
peptides, polypeptides, and proteins. Chem Rev 87:381-398

Gebicki JM (1997) Protein hydroperoxides as new reactive oxygen
species. Redox Rep 3:99-110

Gmeiner BMK, Seelos CCC (1996) Tyrosine phosphorylation blocks
tyrosine free radical formation and, hence, the hormonogenic
iodination reaction. Free Radic Biol Med 21:349-351

Halliwell B, Gutteridge JMC (2007) Free radicals in biology and
medicine, 4th edn. Oxford University Press, Oxford

Hoey BM, Butler J (1984) The repair of oxidized amino acids by
antioxidants. Biochim Biophys Acta 791:212-218

Thle JN (2001) The Stat family in cytokine signaling. Curr Opin Cell
Biol 13:211-217

Jovanovic SV, Simic MG (1985) Repair of tryptophanyl radicals by
antioxidants. J Free Radic Biol Med 1:125-129

Kume-Kick J, Rice ME (1998) Estrogen-dependent modulation of rat
brain ascorbate levels and ischemia-induced ascorbate loss.
Brain Res 803:105-113

Land EJ, Priitz WA (1979) Reaction of azide radicals with amino
acids and proteins. Int J Radiat Biol 36:75-83

Liu R-M, Pavia KAG (2010) Oxidative stress and glutathione in TGF-
f-mediated fibrogenesis. Free Radic Biol Med 48:1-15

Locatelli F, Canaud B, Eckardt K-U, Stenvinkel P, Wanner C, Zoccali
C (2003) Ocxidative stress in end-stage renal disease: an
emerging threat to patient outcome. Nephrol Dial Transplant
18:1272-1280

Lymar SV, Hurst JK (1995) Rapid reaction between peroxonitrite ion
and carbon dioxide: implications for biological activity. J] Am
Chem Soc 117:8867-8868

Madej E, Wardman P (2007) The oxidizing power of the glutathione
thiyl radical as measured by its electrode potential at physio-
logical pH. Arch Biochem Biophys 462:94-102

Meli R, Nauser T, Koppenol WH (1999) Direct observation of
intermediates in the reaction of peroxynitrite with carbon
dioxide. Helv Chim Acta 82:722-725

Michiels C, Raes M, Toussaint O, Remacle J (1994) Importance of
Se-gluathione peroxidase, catalase and Cu/Zn-SOD for cell
survival against oxidative stress. Free Radic Biol Med 17:235—
248

Misso NLA, Brooks-Wildhaber J, Ray S, Vally H, Thompson PJ
(2005) Plasma concentrations of dietary and nondietary antiox-
idants are low in severe asthma. Eur Respir J 26:257-264

Monteiro HP, Stern A (1996) Redox modulation of tyrosine
phosphorylation-dependent signal transduction pathways. Free
Radic Biol Med 21:323-333

Moor E, Shohami E, Kanevsky E, Grigoriadis N, Symeonidou C,
Kohen R (2006) Impairment of the ability of the injured aged
brain in elevating urate and ascorbate. Exp Gerontol 41:303-311

Nauser T, Schoneich C (2003) Thiyl radicals abstract hydrogen atoms
from the *C-H bonds in model peptides: absolute rate constants



Reduction of protein radicals by GSH and ascorbate

1137

and effect of amino acid structure. ] Am Chem Soc 125:2042—-
2043

Nauser T, Koppenol WH, Gebicki JM (2005) The mechanism and
kinetics of the oxidation of GSH by protein free radicals.
Biochem J 392:693-701

Neta P, Huie RE, Ross AB (1990) Rate constants for reactions of
peroxyl radicals in fluid solutions. J Phys Chem Ref Data
19:413-513

Nunez J (1984) Thyroid hormones: mechanism of phenoxy ether
formation. Methods Enzymol 107:476-488

Pietzsch J (ed) (2006) Protein oxidation and disease. In: Protein
oxidation and disease. Research Signpost, Trivandrum, pp 1-6

Priitz WA, Butler J, Land EJ, Swallow AJ (1980) Direct demonstra-
tion of electron transfer between tryptophan and tyrosine in
proteins. Biochem Biophys Res Commun 96:408-414

Priitz WA, Siebert F, Butler J, Land EJ, Menez A, Montenay-
Garestier T (1982) Intramolecular radical transformations
involving methionine, tryptophan and tyrosine. Biochim Biophys
Acta 705:139-149

Pryor WA (1986) Cancer and free radicals. In: Shankel DM, Hollaender
A, Hartman PE, Kada T (eds) Antimutagenesis and anticarcino-
genesis mechanisms. Basic Books, New York, pp 45-59

Requena JR, Levine RL, Stadtman ER (2003) Recent advances in the
analysis of oxidized proteins. Amino Acids 25:221-226

Rubbo H, Radi R, Anselmi D, Kirk M, Barnes S, Butler J, Eiserich JP,
Freeman BA (2000) Nitric oxide reaction with lipid peroxyl
radicals spares a-tocopherol during lipid peroxidation—greater

oxidant protection from the pair nitric oxide/a-tocopherol than o-
tocopherol/ascorbate. J Biol Chem 275:10812—-10818

Rush JD, Koppenol WH (1990) Reactions of Fe(II)-ATP and Fe(II)-
citrate complexes with r-butyl hydroperoxide and cumylhydro-
peroxide. FEBS Lett 275:114-116

Santus R, Patterson LK, Hug GL, Bazin M, Maziere JC, Morliére P
(2000) Interactions of superoxide anion with enzyme radicals:
kinetics of reaction with lysozyme tryptophan radicals and
corresponding effects on tyrosine electron transfer. Free Radic
Res 33:383-391

Simpson JA, Narita S, Gieseg S, Gebicki S, Gebicki JM, Dean RT
(1992) Long-lived reactive species on free-radical-damaged
proteins. Biochem J 282:621-624

Steinmann D, Nauser T, Beld J, Tanner M, Giinther D, Bounds PL,
Koppenol WH (2008) Kinetics of tyrosyl radical reduction by
selenocysteine. Biochemistry 47:9602-9607

Stubbe J, van der Donk WA (1998) Protein radicals in enzyme
catalysis. Chem Rev 98:705-762

van Leeuwen JW, Raap A, Koppenol WH, Nauta H (1978) A
tunneling model to explain the reduction of ferricytochrome ¢ by
H and OH radicals. Biochim Biophys Acta 503:1-9

von Sonntag C (1987) The chemical basis of radiation biology. Taylor
& Francis, London

Williams MH, Yandell JK (1982) Outer-sphere electron transfer
reactions of ascorbate anions. Aust J Chem 35:1133-1144

Winterbourn CC (2008) Reconciling the chemistry and biology of
reactive oxygen species. Nat Chem Biol 4:278-286

@ Springer



	Reduction of protein radicals by GSH and ascorbate: potential biological significance
	Abstract
	Introduction
	History
	Generation of protein radicals
	Reaction of free and lysozyme-bound TyrObullet and Trpbullet with glutathione
	Repair of tyrosyl radicals by selenocysteine and selenoglutathione
	Reactions of free and protein-bound TyrObullet and Trpbullet radicals with ascorbate
	Potential biological significance of radical oxidation of proteins and long-range electron transfer
	Acknowledgments
	References



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 300% \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 149
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 149
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 599
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /DEU <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


